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EDITOR’S CORNER — 


his is our Christmas issue, so 
here are some good ideas for 
gifts to give to a dedicated 
wrestling fan. 

In the video tape area, you can't go 
wrong with the second series of 
WRESTLING GOLD tapes. As with the 
first series, these tapes feature a lot of 
action from the old Southwest, Indiana- 
polis and Memphis circuits, plus two 
matches from Chattanooga, TN. which 
feature Terry “the Hulk” Boulder, who 
from there became Hulk Hogan. One 
segment features what is probably the 
first ever meeting between Hulk and 
Andre the Giant (in arm wrestling) and 
the other shows Hulk as a fan favorite. 
Randy Savage is prominently featured 
against Rick Rude and Austin Idol plus 
Terry Allen (Magnum T.A.), Jerry Lawler 
vs. Nick Bockwinkle, Eddie Gilbert vs. 
Lawler, a young Marty Janetty, Terry 
Taylor, the Shiek and a whole host of 
other great wrestling stars. 

WRESTLING GOLD Vol. 2 can be 
purchased by dialing, toll-free, 1-800-245- 
1146. Each two volume set is $29.95 plus 
shipping and handling. 

For old-time fans there are the two 
volumes of WRESTLING CLASSICS, fea- 
turing matches from the fifties and sixties. 

| I can live without the newsreel “reports” 
on top matches, but there are great 
matches on both tapes. The first tape 
features “Nature Boy” Buddy Rogers 
winning the NWA World Title from Pat 
O'Connor at Chicago's Comiskey Park in 
1961. For you Ric Flair fans, this will 
probably be your only chance to see where 
Ric picked up his “Nature Boy” character. 
Buddy Rogers is Ric Flair’s all-time 
favorite wrestler and he has honored him 
by keeping (and some say improving) the 
"Nature Boy” character alive in the sport. 
The second tape features Killer Kowalski 
against his most hated challenger, the 
Flying Frenchman, Edouard Carpentier, 
wrestling’s first acrobatic star. The pro- 
ducer, Mike Omansky, is a long-time 
wrestling fan and he has chosen the best 
of what he loved from this period of time. 
Each tape costs $19.95 and is available 
from WorldWide Entertainment 

| Marketing, 1160 Avenue of the Americas, 
N.Y., N.Y. 10036. 

For women’s wrestling fans, there are 
great tapes available from the Delta Tiger 
Lillies and E.J.P. Productions, see their 
advertisements elsewhere in this issue. 

For Bruno Sammartino fans, a book, 
written by Bruno, is now available, called 
Bruno Sammartino: An Autobiography of 
Wrestling’s Living Legend. Although some- 
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Bruno Sammartino’s autobiography is a must read for al 


times not historically accurate when it 
comes to wrestling, some behinds-the- 
scenes looks at the business and his 
devotion to his family make this book 
more than worthwhile. I highly recom- 
mend it to all of Bruno's fans and it is a 
very quick read with lots of photos from 
Bruno's wrestling past and family photo 
albums. The book is available at Walden 
Books and B. Dalton’s and from Imagine, 
Inc., P.O. Box 9674, Pittsburgh, Pa. 15226 
for $14.95. 

And, for the fan who has everything, 
how about a membership in the W.F.LA. 
which is a wrestling fans’ organization? 
You can find more information about the 
W.F.LA. elsewhere in this issue. 
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his fans. 


“Letters page, | was unable to answer 
either letter there, so 1 am using my space 
to answer. I consider myself to be an 
editor of a sports magazine, not a magazine 
about show business, not an editor of a 
rock magazine, not Marvel Comics and, 
certainly, not a soap opera magazine! 
Ask yourselves this question: On what 
part of the magazine rack do you find this 
magazine?? Is it next to “People” or 
“Circus” or “Spiderman” or “Soap Opera 
Digest’? Or is it near “Sport Magazine’, 
“Basketball Digest’ and “Inside Sports’? 
There is the definitive answer to what 
wrestling is. Last month the WWF drew 
only 3,500 people to the Boston Garden, 
the smallest crowd there in years. Maybe 
some of you sports fans are finally getting 
the message after all these years! —SK 
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To The Editor 


DIFFERENT 
VIEWS FROM 
THE SAME 
STATE 


In your editorial in the Sept. 1990 issue 
of WRESTLING'S MAIN EVENT, you 
continue to complain, as usual, about the 
WWF's style of wrestling, which you feel 
is too cartoonish compared to the NWA 
and other federations. I've written in 
before to defend the WWF, but the main 
reason I'm writing this letter now is 
because of a statement you made in that 
editorial that I found to be very offensive. 
You claim that “anyone watching WWF 
wrestling who is over the age of ten 
shouldn't be,” and you added, “After all, 
how many “mature” people watch Satur- 
day morning cartoons, read comic books 
or do those things that four to ten-year- 
olds do?” 

For your information, | am 22 years old 
and have been reading and collecting 
comic books for over 15 years, and | 
happen to consider myself as being very 
“mature”. You obviously know nothing 
about comic books if you still perceive of 
them as “funny books” for kids only. It so 
happens that today’s comics are written 
more intelligently and are read by a lot of 
adults. If you had ever been to a comic 
book store or comic book convention, you 
would see that there are plenty of adults 
present as well as children, In fact, most 
average comics readers are in the 15 to 
25-year-old range, far older than your 
estimation of four to ten. I, personally, 
know many comic book collectors who are 
in their 30's and 40's—all of whom I 
would certainly label as being “mature”. 
Some of us still like cartoons, too. Not 
necessarily the mindless kiddie shows on 
Saturday mornings these days, but the 
older Disney and Warner Bros. cartoons 
are classics, and beloved by adults as well 
as children. Cartoons are even being 
shown in prime-time for adults to watch, 
as witness the popularity of “The 
Simpsons’. As for your claim that the 
WWF's audience is composed only of 
children and that the only reason adults 
attend is to accompany their kids, I have to 
disagree with that, too. I attend the 
WWF's cards in the Boston Garden every 
month and I see plenty of adults present 
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without children accompanying them, 
myself included. Speaking for myself, 
WWE wrestling appeals to me for the 
same reason comic books do—the colorful 
characters, soap-opera style plots and the 
basic theme of good vs. evil. You may 
perceive comics as being only for kids, but 
wrestlers happen to be very similar to 
comic book super-heroes and villains. I 
admit that the WWF can, at times, be too 
silly—such as Greg Valentine s new look, 
the Red Rooster and Akeem—but it has 
its share of wrestling action and great 
wrestlers like Randy Savage, Bret Hart, 
Curt Hennig, Ted DiBiase and the Rockers. 
You can praise the NWA for its “serious” 
wrestling all you want, but they have their 
share of silly gimmicks, too—such as 
Norman and RoboCop as Sting’s "body- 
guard”. Like it or not, the WWF is still the 
most popular federation out there, which 
is why the NWA is so obviously trying to 
copy their strategies. Don't get me wrong, 
I like the NWA as much as the WWF, but 
I get tired of hearing the WWF constantly 
being put down. When I first became 
interested in wrestling, it was the WWF. I 
started reading wrestling magazines to 
find out more about the WWF and began 
reading about the NWA and other federa- 
tions. Now I watch both the NWA and 
WWF regularly, but 1 never would have 
discovered the NWA, or magazines like 
yours, if I had not gotten involved in the 
sport through the WWF. If you hate the 
WWF so much, why don’t you simply 
stop covering their wrestling in your 
magazine? It’s because you know if that 
ever happened, you'd lose a large portion 
of your readership. I noticed that this 
issue's cover has a huge photo of The 
Ultimate Warrior and only asmall picture 
of The Steiners. You obviously know 
where your bread is buttered. 

If you don't like the WWF's style of 
wrestling, thats up to you. Being the 
editor of this magazine, I assume that 
you're a longtime fan of the sport and 
know a lot about wrestling, so you're 
entitled to your own opinion. When it 
comes to subjects that you obviously know 
nothing about, such as comics or cartoons, 
you have no business claiming that fans 
are not “mature”. | hope you will think 
more carefully before making such state- 
ments in the future. 

Danny DeAngelo 
S. Boston, MA 


I'm 29-years-old and an avid wrestling 
fan. I usually do not write letters to 
wrestling magazines because most of the 


articles are simply two page summaries 
that are boring and hardly thought pro- 
voking. However you caught my eye with 
your Editor's Corner in September's edition 
of WME.Not only was your column intel- 
ligent and well-written, it was the content 
that impressed me enough to sit down 
and write this letter, 

I, like yourself, tire of the needless 
parade of WWF cartoon foolery that is 
being passed off as wrestling. This sport is 
an honorable artform, achieving the ulti- 
mate combination of violence with theatre; 
it is truly the sport of kings. 1am proud to 
be a wrestling fan, but one problem that I 
have Is trying to explain to an “uneducated” 
person the difference between wrestling 
and the canned, pre-packaged garbage 
produced by the WWF. I agree with you 
that the sport will ultimately suffer from 
the all-consuming WWF machine. Not 
only do they take high quality athletes, 
men who were champions in other organiza- 
tions and dehumanize them with insipid 
gimmicks and childish nicknames, but 
they refuse to acknowledge the true greats 
of the past as well as the wrestler's own 
past. It is most unfortunate that people 
continue to pay to see the antics of Vince 
McMahon's puppets while smaller, but 
better, operations, like the AWA and 
USWA, suffer from lack of exposure. 

I was brought up on the WWF as a kid 
back in the ‘70's when they actually 
wrestled and men bled often. Even though 
I did not care for Bob Backlund as 
champion, I admired his skill and wrestling 
knowledge. Little did I know that in the 
near future we would be subjected to the 
overbearing wrath of "Hulkamania” fea- 
turing a balding, sun tanned, muscle- 
bound cartoon character that knew all of 
three basic holds. All I can say is thank 
God for Ric Flair and the NWA. Love him 
or hate him, you have to admit the man 
can wrestle. 

I applaud your stance on this subject 
and admire your magazine for having the 
tenacity to openly criticize the WWF. 
Maybe things will change, but with The 
Ultimate Warrior as champ we can only 
look forward to six more years of flexing, 
grunting and posing. A word of advice to 
my fellow fans: if you want to watch 
wrestling the way it was meant to be, than 
watch anything other than the WWF. 
Once you see the sport presented with the 
pride it deserves, you won't look back. 

Robert Segedy 

Northampton, MA 

P.S. You were absolutely correct about 
Greg ‘the Hammer” Valentine. 
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Do They Still Rule 


The NWA? 


by JIM ARONSON 


The Four Horsemen think they call the shots in the NWA. Without the power 
of the NWA World Championship behind them, do they really rule the NWA? 
Or have they ever ruled the NWA? 


| here were once four legendary 

athletes at Notre Dame who 

totally dominated college foot- 

ball and ruled the sport. Legend 

tells us they were a united force, unstop- 
pable, unbeatable, invincible. 

Seventy years later, the legend of the 
Four Horsemen continues. Beginning in 
the late 1980's, the Horsemen have laid 
waste to NWA opposition. The injuries 
inflicted by them reads like a who's who of 
professional wrestling: Dusty Rhodes, 
Magnum T.A., Nikita Koloff, Ronnie 
Garvin, The Rock 'N’ Roll Express, Lex 
Luger and Sting. But, as Bob Dylan sang, 
“the times they are-a changing”, and the 
dominance of the Four Horsemen may no 
longer be a dynasty, but a dwindling, 
distant memory. 























Arnis the TV Champ. 
Flair wants the U.S. Title 
and Sid Vicious is after 


Sting. 
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No matter how many men the 
“Dudes” recruit, the Horsemen 
still continue to overcome their 
challengers, 
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Upon regaining the NWA World Title 
from Dusty Rhodes, Ric Flair wanted to 
make sure he would have another card up 
his sleeve, or two cards, or three, or more. 
Quickly, he contacted his cousin Ole 
Anderson, who was then an announcer 
for WTBS. Flair convinced Ole to drop 
the dead weight of his tag team, 
Thunderbolt Patterson, to team with his 
other cousin, Arn Anderson. Soon the 
Andersons would be backing up Flair, and 
injuring the contenders to his throne. 

Tully Blanchard, a longtime Rhodes 
foe, made an excellent addition to the fold, 
and the Four Horsemen were born. From 
this moment on, NWA wrestlers were 
put on notice: mess with the Horsemen 
and you risk a career-ending injury. Flair 
no longer kept his title in the center of the 
ring. The title remained around his waist 
as long as his fellow Horsemen interfered, 
intervened in matches, and kept the op- 
position out of Flair’s way. The Four 
Horsemen ruled the NWA: there was no 
doubt. 

The road was not entirely paved with 
gold, however. A falling out with Ole 
resulted in a Lex Luger induction. Luger 





was later replaced by Barry Windham. 
Manager J.J. Dillon was fired, and the 
group was bought out by the Japanese and 
Hiro Matsuda. But, the Horsemen were 
just not the same dominating force, and 
each went his separate way. 

Barry Windham went to the WWF, as 
did Blanchard and Anderson. Flair became 
a fan favorite and he became closer to 
Sting. Flair realized that Sting was a 
definite threat to the title, and one day 
would challenge for the belt. In typical 
Horsemen fashion, Flair secretly called 
his cousins, Ole and Arn, for a Horsemen 
reunion. 

The Horsemen as fan favorites? Sure, 
let the fans believe what they want thought 
Flair. It was only a save of Flair by Sting 
that prevented the contender’s demise 
earlier than when it really happened. 

What Flair really feared was finally 
determined by the NWA Board of 
Directors: a Flair-Sting title match. It was 
time for the Horsemen to show their true 
colors: Sting would have to pull out of the 
match or suffer the consequences. 

The rest is history: Sting suffered a 
ruptured patella tendon, at the hands of 
Flair and his “goon” squad, and Sting was 
forced into rehabilitation while Lex Luger 
received all the title shots. 

Meanwhile, sensing Sting was recover- 
ing, Flair boosted his forces by adding Sid 
Vicious and Barry Windham to the troupe. 
Sting was recovering to the point where 
he could meet Flair in the battle that was 
long overdue. 

The Horsemen have always been 
dominant because they gang up on their 
opponents two-on one, three-on one, and 
four-on-one. Outnumber the opponent 
and you destroy him. Where one goes, 
they all go, planting the seeds of insecurity 












in the minds of all NWA opposition. 

“A bunch of us never signed matches 
with any of those guys, because who 
knows when you re going to get jumped?”, 
said one NWA contender. 

After years of abuse and torture, Sting 
and his friends finally figured out the 
Horsemen's game plan. Sting figured out 
if he was to beat Flair, he would have to 
play his own game. So, he called in his 
troops. 

Lex Luger joined Sting. Junkyard Dog 
returned to the NWA to help out. The 
Steiner Brothers joined in. Tommy Rich 
teamed*up with Sting as well. Then, 
apparently reaching out to the dead, Sting 
brought in “Mr. Wonderful” Paul 
Orndorff. The “Superdudes with Attitudes” 
were born. 

The Superdudes quickly demonstrated 
their dominance. ] YD beat Flair in several 
non-title matches. Orndorff pinned Arn 
Anderson in non-title matches. El Gigante, 
a massive figure at 7'8", joined the group 
as well as preliminary wrestler Rocky 
King. 

With equal odds, the Horsemen went 
from outnumbering opponents to endless 
standoffs that resulted in little advantage 
to none at all. The climax of this evening 
of the odds occurred at The Great 


When Sting won 
the World Belt, the 
Horsemen declared 
all-out war on the 
“Dudes” and the 
NWA. 


PHOTOS BY ED RUSSINO, 
JOE MARSHALL, JOE ZANOLLE, 
STEPHEN BEYER, STEVE STOGDALE 
and DEBRA MOSER 


American Bash: Sting became the NWA 
World Champion. 

Can the Four Horsemen still rule the 
NWA? As long as their opponents realize 
that they must even the odds, not travel 
alone, and come to the aid of their friends, 
the Horsemen have lost their great ad- 
vantage: intimidation. 

In order for the Horsemen to regain 
their dominance, Flair must win back his 
most prized possession: his title. Arn 
Anderson must keep his TV title. Sid 
Vicious must win the U.S. belt from 
Luger. The Four Horsemen as a whole 
must dominate opponents and intimidate 
everybody, and go back to the game plan 
which got them where they were: sneak 
attacks, injuring opponents, and hitting 
first and hitting hard. 


Ric Flair once said that the Horsemen 
were ‘the dirtiest players in the game.” If 
the Horsemen are to rule the NWA once 
again, they have to remain the dirtiest 
players in the game. When the odds are 
even, a bully is no longer a bully. He's just 
another kid in the neighborhood. 

For those who think the Four Horsemen 
aren't just going to lay down and die, you 
may be right. Ric Flair is like a dog, the 
title is his bone. Take away the Four 
Horsemen's bones, and you have some 
very angry dogs. 
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TUGBOAT: 


The Man Who Pulled 














Away 


by SANDY KREBS 


HULK HOGAN 


From Retirement 


Tugboat arrived in the WWF over a year ago, to very little fanfare. But 
incidents between Earthquake and Hulk Hogan brought Tugboat into the 
limelight as he led the movement to keep “The Hulkster” in wrestling. Here is a 
look at the man the WWF calls “Tugboat”. 


n 1989 a new wrestler made his way 

into the WWF from Florida. He was 

huge, 6'10” and close to 400 Ibs. Fans 

didn't know what to make of this 
huge man who was dressed as a sailor and 
looked like Popeye's nemesis “Bluto”, but 
they slowly began to accept this man, 
because of his good nature and skills in the 
ring. 

For months Tugboat toiled on the 
undercards of WWF shows, never to be 
seen on | V, as he tried to make a mark in 
the promotion that doesn't recognize past 
accomplishments in the sport. Soon after 
the new decade began, Tugboat made his 
first appearance on TV and he was 
impressive. Not every man his size can 
throw a standing dropkick or do acrobatic 
moves in the ring and what an immense 
chest he had! Of course, as is the case with 
most WWF ‘wrestlers ', he had to have a 
gimmick, and Tugboat’s was to make a 
tooting noise to the crowd, so that they 
would toot him back. This kind of thing 
only detracts from his wrestling ability. 

Of course, WME does recognize a 
wrestler's past in other wrestling organi- 
zations and, in the fullest sense of co- 
operation between magazine and pro- 
motion, we will now tell you all about 
Tugboat and his past in the sport. Tugboat 
wasnt always Tugboat. He started out in 
wrestling in the south and southwest as a 
man called “Big Bubba”, who is not to be 
confused with Big Bubba Rogers, who 
became The Big Boss Man, and who looks 
identical to Tugboat, when they both have 
longer hair and beards. This Bubba was 
beloved by the fans down south because of 
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his kind, gentle nature and character, but 
after a few years with little success he had 
a change in philosophy and became a 
feared rulebreaker. After tearing up 
Memphis for awhile, Bubba moved down 
to Florida, where he took on a new name, 





Tugboat atomic drops Dino Bravo. He fought for Hogan while Hulk was out. 
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The Big Steel Man, and quickly took the 
state by storm, joining “Diamond” Dallas 
Page and Sir Oliver Humperdink in at- 
tempting to run Dusty Rhodes out of 
wrestling. He won the Florida Heavy- 
weight Title and was challenging the best 
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PHOTOS BY STEVE PFEFFER and JOHN BARRETT 


Florida wrestling had to offer, men such 
as Al Perez and Steve Keirn. Suddenly, 
while at the top of his game, he dis- 
appeared from Florida, soon to emerge as 
the man the WWF now calls “Tugboat”. 

At first Tugboat was called ““Tugboat 
Thomas”, but soon the name was changed 
to simply “Tugboat’. For many months 
he toiled quietly in the WWF, until Hulk 
Hogan took an interest in the man and 
made him his “protege”. Quickly things 
began to change for Tugboat. With the 
solid backing of The Hulkster behind him, 
he began to appear on TV more often and 
was able to show his skills to a wider 
audience. Since he was endorsed by Hulk 
Hogan himself, the fans took to Tugboat 
and started to reply to his toots. Then it 
happened. Hogan was attacked by 
Earthquake on the Brother Love show 
and was carried from the arena on a 
stretcher. In speaking to Tugboat, it 
became apparent that Hogan was de- 
pressed and there was a good chance he 
would retire. Tugboat asked for some time 
on TV to speak to the fans, he wanted the 
world to know that Hulk Hogan needed 
them now, more than ever before, and 
was thinking of quitting. Tugboat wanted 
the wrestling fans of the world to help 
Hulk decide not to retire by writing to him 
and telling him how much they loved him 
and needed him to continue. Week after 
week Tugboat took to the airwaves to 
plead his case to the fans and the fans 
responded with an outpouring of affection 
for Hogan, beyond anyone's imagination. 
Over 60,000 letters were received at the 


: Tugboat splashes W olfe fram the 
top rope. 
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Tugboat prepares to back suplex Dusty 
Wolfe. 


Venice Beach post office box number 
during the first two weeks alone. The fans 
had spoken, now it was up to Hogan. 
Several matches were signed for 
Tugboat and “Hacksaw” Jim Duggan to 
team up to wrestle Earthquake and Dino 


~~. 


¥ 


Bravo. These matches were dedicated “to 
the memory of Hulk Hogan.” So sure was 
everyone involved that Hogan would 
never be back. But in mid-July, Hogan did 
decide to return to the ring and he said it 
was all because of his friend, Tugboat’s, 
efforts on his behalf and the way the fans 
responded. 

The matches were changed to “celebrate” 
the “return of The Hulkster” and the 
result was inevitable, Tugboat and Duggan 
beat the two rulebreakers everywhere 
they fought. But Earthquake wasn't 
through with Tugboat yet. He decided 
that Tugboat was to blame for Hogan 


— coming back. He wanted revenge. He got 


it at a recent I'V taping when he, Bravo 
and Jimmy Hart attacked Tugboat after a 
match and injured him severely. Only the 
intervention of The Big Boss Man saved 
Tugboat from permanent injury. 

But, obviously, Earthquake and his 
cronies have bitten off a lot more than 


| they canchew. Besides having Hulk Hogan 


after them, they also have Duggan looking 
for revenge, The Big Boss Man has 
replaced Tugboat in Hogan's corner at 
SummerSlam ‘90, and you know how 
vicious he can be, and, someday, Tugboat 
will have recuperated from his injuries 
and he will be back looking to even the 
score. 

It is very hard to find compassion for 
men such as Earthquake, Bravo and Jimmy 
Hart, but even their worst enemies don't 
wish upon them the pain they are going to 
suffer in the future, even if they do deserve 
it! & 


Then Tugboat pins him for th 


victory. 
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THE LORD’S MANOR 


By THE ROYAL KANGAROO LORD JONATHAN BOYD 


have received hundreds of letters 


| from P.N.W. fans regarding the rise | 
and fall of the one-time WWF — 


superstar now “monster” of the 
P.N.W., none other than good guy gone 
bad, Billy Jack Haynes. 
Billy’s rise to stardom and fortune 
started and ended with wrestling promoter, 


Don Owen. Don saw talent when Billy | 


Jack entered his wrestling office in the > 


Portland Sports Arena, the “House of 
Action”, and Owen gave Billy Jack more 
action than Billy could handle at the start 
of Haynes’ professional career. But Billy 


soon improved, a tough Oregon born | 

street kid, he soon found himself making | 
money the likes of which he had never © 
seen before and offers from promoters all | 
over the world started pouring into his | 


home. He turned his back on Owen and 


the P.N.W. and became a world-wide star | 


with the WWF. 


After making a fortune, Billy decided to 


return to Oregon and started his own 
wrestling promotion and realized a life- 
long dream when he opened up his own 
gym, of course called Billy Jack's Gym. 
Now, Billy was, and is, a great wrestler, 
but a businessman, at least at the time of 
the new promotion and gym, he was not! 


Billy lost everything he had and has 


become very bitter with a growing hate 
for the Pacific Northwest wrestling fans. 


As far as Billy Jack is concerned, he blames | 


Oregon and the P.N.W. fans for not 
supporting him in his business misad- 
ventures and blames all the northwest, as 
well as promoters Don and Barry Owen, 
for his going broke. 

Billy Jack's hate cost him one of the 


largest fines ever laid on a wrestler after | 
| Mr. Haynes slapped both Don and Barry 


on the highly-rated Portland Wrestling 
TV show. Now Billy has no regard for the 


rules and regulations of the sport, or for | 


the safety and welfare of any wrestler. 
Once reason ruled Billy’s head and now 
reason has been replaced with hate and 
brutality as Billy Jack stomps his way to 


| the top of the P.N.W. 


Will this new style of wrestling Billy 


| Jack is displaying help him to regain the 


fortune he lost after investing his money 
in the Pacific Northwest?? Or will history 
repeat itself once Billy Jack makes fortune 
number two?? Only time will tell and, in 
the meantime, Billy Jack is still breaking 
the rules to the boos of the P.N.W. fans. 

I, Lord Jonathan Boyd, for one, think 


| Billy Jack Haynes, for maybe the first time 


in his life, is doing the right thing as far as 
his wrestling style goes. I have always 
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Billy Jack uses the full-nelson to crush his opponents, just as easily as this bear. 


been a rulebreaker and have held more 
titles than any wrestler, living or dead, and 
breaking the rules helped me but I also 
have a business brain, and that is Billy 
Jack’s problem, he has no business brain, 
maybe no brain at all! Only time will tell. 1 
am glad that Billy Jack is back in the 
Pacific Northwest and Billy, if you ever 
get enough money together, instead of 
trying to use your brain, I would be willing 
to consider managing such a great talent 
as you. If the price was right, with my 
brain and your brawn, I could make you 
Champion of the World!! 

Well fans, that is my column for this 





issue. Next issue my column will let you 
fans know what the most talked about 
wrestler is up to. The talk of the P.N.W. is 
none other than Scotty the Body, Like 
Billy Jack, Scotty has had a change of heart 
and a change of dressing rooms. Scotty, 
once the most hated of the P.N.W.'s 
wrestlers, is now the most loved by the 
P.N.W. fans. Why, you might ask?? I will 
let you know next issue. | 
Sorry, no answering of P.N.W. fans’ 
questions this issue. Questions, and my 
answers, return next issue also. 
God Save The Queen! 
Long Live The Lord!!! @ 
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Profiles of Maila Hosaka Lightweight 
Champ from Japan; Misty Blue's work 
out; highlights of Fabulous Moolah's 
greatest matches; Comrade Orga on 
her ranch in Leningrad, Russia with her 
husband and manager. Plus a cameo 
of the up and coming Crystal Starr. 
AND MUCH, MUCH MORE! 
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THE HEART PUNCH 





A no holds barred look at Professional Wrestling, 


straight from the heart! 


by AL McGINESS substituting for OX BAKER 


nce again, because that rock 
and roll wimp, Steve Bon Jovi, 
couldn't get ahold of his big, 
tough pal, Ox Baker, I must 
lower myself to write the “Heart Punch’ 
column for you imbeciles. 

Let's get the important business out of 
the way first. Stink, the NWA World 
Heavyweight Champion?! It took six men 
and a corrupt referee to beat Ric Flair in 
Baltimore, Stink, be a man and admit it. 
One on one, youre nothing. A giant 
handcuffed to Ole at ringside, four of your 
friends encircled around the ring, watching 
the yellow streak on your back, and a 
referee who had to receive at least half of 
your evening's purse. How else can you 
explain his actions in not DQ'ing you 
when Rick Steiner blatantly interfered in 
the match, as he knocked the World's 
greatest Heavyweight Champion's legs 
off the ropes when he had you pinned for 
the final three count. No man could ever 
overcome the obstacles the NWA put in 
front of him, such as those put up in front 
of Ric Flair. Thank about it, Stink, you 
have no friends anymore (where was your 
best friend, Musclehead Luger, during all 
these festivities anyway?) and the 
Horsemen are on your trail. Your time as 
NWA Heavyweight Champion is limited 
and your despicable life is definitely in 
danger of ending prematurely! 

Kerry Von Erich, Sgt. Slaughtered, 
Tony Atlas and The Legion of Doom all in 
the WWF?!! So what? Horseface has 
never amount to much since 1984, neither 
have Slaughtered and Atlas, and Animal 
and Hawk, the legendary duo that they 
are, have seen better days. If you ask me 
the old-timers the NWA has brought tn, 
with the obvious exception of fat pig 
Uncle Tom, Junkyard Dog, are much 
better than the old-timers the WWF has 
brought back to receive undeserved glory 
and money. 

Now, just a word about my great 
contest “The First Al McGiness Teeni- 
Ween Bikini Tournament’. I really tried 
hard to pick a winner. In fact, I was told | 
better pick a winner. However, when | 
looked at the trashy sluts that sent me 
their pictures, I just couldn't allow myself 
to be humiliated in such a way as to 
publish one of their pictures in this 
magazine and have you humanoids think 
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Al McGiness has no taste in women!! My 
prizes were worth thousands of dollars 
and you girls were only worth nickels and 
dimes!! Now, ina personal aside to one of 
the non-entrants, | am not sexist, Julie. 
Just because my favorite music group is 2 
Live Crew and I used to hang with the 
Dice Man when he was a nobody in 
Sheepshead Bay doesn't make me sexist. I 
was doing you a favor!! When I was 
reading your insulting letter to me, | kept 
thinking how yow could have won, because 
you sounded like you were HOT!!! Burt, 
you were afraid to be a world-famous sex 
symbol. Look at Missy Hyatt, look at your 
favorite, Miss Elizabeth, look at Tessa, 
Toni Adams and Jeannie. They weren't 
afraid to use their looks to better them- 
selves in life, as you were, and they are 
famous and adored by millions world- 
wide. My discovery would have been this, 
also, you could have been one!!! Based on 
what | did see, you wowld have been the 


Al McGiness doesn't like the way Sting became NWA World Champ. | 


one!!!! Tough luck, kiddo, but soon you | 
will learn the only way to get ahead in the 
world is the Al McGiness way, don't | 
worry about what other people think of 
you, only think of yourself! 

Finally, and certainly not least, Ox 
Baker better get ahold of Bon Jovi for this 
column in the next issue. I am tired of 
being disrespected by you, when I spread 
the truth about this stinking business 
down into your little minds. Nobody, and I 
mean nobody, can censor me, not my 
wimpy Editor, not the N.E.A., not Ric 
Flair's personal friend, fascist Sen. Jesse 
Helms of North Carolina, not George 
Bush and certainly not you!! So, stop 
sending letters here demanding my resigna- 
tion. There are two sides to every story, 
the ones McMahon, Herd and those types 
want you to know and the truth. I tell you 
the truth, if you don’t like it, that’s too bad, 
HAHAHAHA!!! Learn to love it, just like | 
Ric Flair!!! I'm outta here! 
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WRESTLING CLASSICS Volume 1 
Worldwide Entertainment 
Marketing/$19.95 
1160 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, N.Y. 


WRESTLING QUALITY: A 

One would be hard pressed to compare 
today’s style of wrestling with the 40's or 
50's. But the greats still have a warm 
place in our hearts and a permanent 
place in our memories. Included are 
Buddy Rogers vs. Pat O'Conner in atwo 
out of three falls match where the NWA 
World Championship changed hands, 
Antonino Rocca and Miguel Perez vs. 
Skull Murphy and Karl Von Hess, June 
Byers taking on Betty Hawkins, Dick the 
Bruiser vs. Pepper Gomez and the Shetk 
wrestling Mark Lewin in a no DO, 
loser-leaves-town match. 


PRESENTATION OF WRESTLING 
& NON-WRESTLING 
MATERIAL; B 
There is one interview on this tape and 
it’s a good one. “Wild” Red Berry and 
the Fabulous Kangaroos show why they 
were one of the most hated teams in the 
history of pro wrestling as well as one of 

the most successful. 


TAPE QUALITY (INCLUDING 
CUTS AND COMPLETE 
MATCHES): C+ 
All the matches on this tape are taken 
from old film footage so the quality isn’t 
what we are used to in the age of video 
tape, but it’s as good as can be expected 

under the circumstances. 


TOTAL GRADE: B 
Nostalgia buffs will eat this tape up 
like there is no tomorrow. It’s certainly 
one of the only places you will ever see 
any of these matches again. 
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VIDEO REVIEWS 


Professional No- Holds- Barred Look 
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FRANK “BRUISER” BRODY 
Capitol Video Distributors/$32.95 
Castillo de Mar 
L3 Suite 1219 
Isla Verde, P.R. 00913 


WRESTLING QUALITY: B 

This tape focuses on the last few years of 
Bruiser Brody's long career. Included in 
this presentation are some classic 
matches against Abdullah the Butcher, 
Carlos Colon, Hercules Ayala, Kareem 
Muhammad and Dory Funk Jr. Ironically, 
one match has Brody facing his accused 
murderer, Invader #1, in a bloodfest, and 
guess what happens? The Invader ts left 
in the ring a bloody, defeated mess. 


PRESENTATION OF WRESTLING 
& NON-WRESTLING 
MATERIAL: A 
Frank Brody was one of the best inter- 
views anybody could ever find in the 
wrestling business. Once again he does 


his fans proud. 


TAPE QUALITY (INCLUDING 
CUTS AND COMPLETE 
MATCHES): A- 

The quality of this tape is fine. All the 
matches are complete and there are no 

unnecessary cuts. 


TOTAL GRADE: A 
Frank “Bruiser” Brody will always be 
remembered as one of the greatest stars 
in the history of professional wrestling. 
A credit to all athletes, he will not be 
forgotten. This tape is a good reminder 
of just how great he was. 





at Today's 






(WPW) WOMENS PRO 
WRESTLING Vol. 1 

E.J.P. Promotions/$19.99 

WRESTLING QUALITY: B 

Penelope Paradise takes on Malia Hosaka 
in a match where Hosaka shows some 
interesting moves near the end, Baby 
Face Nellie is totally dominated by Jackie 
Moore who can wrestle rings around 
most of the girls in women’s promotions 
around the U.S. With more practice she 
has the potential to be a little dynamo. 
Sandy Partelow and Candi Divine was 
the usual good match, these two hav’ 
been around for awhile and both clearly 
know their way around the ring. Penny 
Mitchell takes on one of the all-time 
greats of women wrestling, Velvet 
Melntyre, Lisa Star wrestles another 
little dynamo with a lot of potential, 
Ondy Austin, and Peggy Lee Leather 


takes on Bambi. 


PRESENTATION OF WRESTLING 
& NON-WRESTLING 
MATERIAL: C 
These girls have to work on presenting 
themselves to the camera. With some 
more work on their interview styles they 
would be fine, not to say that there’s not 
any good stuff on this tape, it was nice to 
see Candi Divine in close-up moments 

and hear some of her insight. 


TAPE QUALITY (INCLUDING 
CUTS AND COMPLETE 
MATCHES): A 
Nice clean quality, no cut matches and, 

overall, professional. 


TOTAL GRADE: B 

This is the most professional tape 
released about women ever to be 
reviewed, but some of the girls do need 
work. Overall it's a good look into real 
women’s professional wrestling and a 
nice relief from sterotypical shows like 
G.L.O.W. 


Video Market 





WRESTLING GOLD II Volume I 
Kit Parker Films/ 
1245 Tenth Street 
Montery, CA 93940-3692 


WRESTLING QUALITY: A 
Randy “Macho Man” Savage shines on 
this tape! This is the old footage from 
Memphts that made Randy Savage such 
atalent to be reckoned with. Some of the 
matches on this tape include Savage 
taking on Rick Rude (from Memphis), 
The Shetk against Andre the Giant in 
which Andre had fire thrown in his face 
and was hurt for quite a while. Pampero 
Firpo is onthe tape, Bruiser Brody, Scott 
Casey, Kelly Kiniski, The Spoiler, Jay 
Strongbow, Bulldog Don Kent, King 
Kong Bundy, Jerry Lawler and Austin 


Idol. 


PRESENTATION OF WRESTLING 
& NON-WRESTLING 
MATERIAL: A 
There are no unneeded interviews on 
this tape to clutter the action. It’s pure 

action from start to finish. 


TAPE QUALITY (INCLUDING 
CUTS AND COMPLETE 
MATCHES): A 
The tape quality like the previous set of 
Wrestling Gold tapes is great. Sometimes 
they run into a generation problem here 
BOG TRETS OME PGE ASE RY BAL OS PRROUS: 
TOTAL GRADE: A 
As with all the Wrestling Gold tapes, 
this presentaiton should not be missed 

by any true wrestling fan. 





WRESTLING GOLD II Volume II 
Kit Parker Films/Vols. I & II $34.45 


WRESTLING QUALITY: A 
Does awrestling bear count as wrestling 
quality? Well, we'll let it slide because he 
does wrestle better than The Ultimate 
Warrior. Anyway, the wrestling bear 
feature is entertaining. They include a 
special arm wrestling match between 
Terry “The Hulk” Boulder (Hulk Hogan) 
and Andre the Giant which should not 
be missed. Tommy Rich vs. Ravishing 
Rick Rude, Jerry Lawler taking on Nick 
Bockwinkle, Randy “Macho Man” Savage 
vs. Austin Idol and, for comedy relief, 


Bobby Heenan vs. Cowboy Bob Ellis. — 


PRESENTATION OF WRESTLING 
& NON-WRESTLING 
MATERIAL: A 
Totally fine. No clutter of unneeded 

interviews or unneeded garbage. 


TAPE QUALITY (INCLUDING 
CUTS AND COMPLETE 
MATCHES): A- 

Fine quality considering a lot of this 
footage ts from way back in the archives 
and certain people would not like you to 
see some of their best wrestlers in other 


federations. lwonder who that could be? 


TOTAL GRADE: A 
A quality presentation of fine wrestling 
material that any true follower of the 
sport would not be without. 











WRESTLEFEST ’90 
Coliseum Video/$39.95 


WRESTLING QUALITY: B 

The best match by far on this tape comes 
in The Hart Foundation taking on the 
Rockers. “Rowdy” Roddy Piper takes on 
Randy Savage, Ultimate Warrior fights 
Dino Bravo, plus a title defense by Hulk 
Hogan against Mr. Perfect in a match 
from M.S.G. Other matches include 
Beefcake vs. Martel, Harts vs.the Powers 
of Pain, Harts vs. Bravo and Honky 
Tonk, Warrior and Roberts vs. Akeem 
and DiBiase with a special ref, The Big 
Boss Man. 


PRESENTATION OF WRESTLING 
& NON-WRESTLING 
MATERIAL; C- 

This tape has a special section on the 
monster trucks of the WWF, yes, you 
heard it right, they talk about how shiny 
and new all their transport vehicles are 
and how proud they are of them. A 
special report on the managerial career 
of Mr. Fujtis also areal treat (yea, right). 
And, closing it all off, are interviews 
with Rick Martel and Brutus Beefcake. 


TAPE QUALITY (INCLUDING 
CUTS AND COMPLETE 
MATCHES): A 
Always professional, nothing bad to say 

here. 

TOTAL GRADE: B- 
It’s not the worst WWF tape ever put 
out, but it’s far from the best. Come on 
guys, a feature on the road trucks?? 


WRESTLING’S MAIN EVENT 21 


PHOTOS BY ED RUSSINO, BOB MILLER & STEPHEN BEYER 


WRESTLING’S ROUND-UP 


A monthly report on all the latest 
happenings in the world of Professional Wrestling . . . 


THE STEINERS WIN 


oo 


ick and Scott Steiner won the 
NWA U.S. Tag Team Cham- 
pionships from The Midnight 
Express, Bobby Eaton and Stan 
Lane, on August 24th at Meadowlands 





| Arena in New Jersey. In a hard-fought 


match, which saw both sides get numerous 
advantages and lasted over fifteen minutes, 
the Steiners won when Bobby Eaton was 


| pinned, during a period of time when 


there was mass confusion in the ring. This 
win gave Rick Steiner his second reign as 
a U.S. Tag Champion (his first was in 
1989 with Eddie Gilbert) and Scott his 
first and put the Steiners in line for title 
vs. title matches with the World Tag 
Champions, DOOM. 


This match was noteworthy for another 


reason. It was not televised. Although a 


camera crew was filming at ringside 
during the match, it was filming the 
crowd for future TV segments on various 
telecasts, the crew taped very little of the 
action in the ring. Unlike the WWF, 
which apparently only has title changes 
on television, the NWA titles can change 
hands on a non-televised affair. All wres- 





a si = 


Rick & Scott Steiner won the NWA U.S . Tag Titles at Maadouliands Arena. 


tling fans who stopped going to arenas 
because they feel nothing happens in an 
arena without I'V cameras recording it for 
history ought to reconsider now, the 


THE NWA U.S. TAG TITLES 


' 





NWA has shown wrestling fans through- 
out the world that a title can, and does, 
change hands without TV cameras 
present. 





he Hart Foundation defeated 
Demolition in a ?-out-of-3 falls 
match at “SummerSlam "90" to 
regain the WWF World Tag 
Team Titles. Demolition, this time Crush 
and Smash, won the first fall when Crush 
pinned Bret Hart. Demolition lost the 





second fall by DQ. In the third fall, 


Demolition Ax came to the ring, which 
was against pre-match stipulations, which 


| brought the Legion of Doom to the ring 


area. While Animal and Hawk were 
setting things straight, The Hart 
Foundation hart-attacked Crush and Bret 
Hart pinned him to regain the valued 


- belts. 


Kerry Von Erich totally dominated 
Curt Hennig and defeated him in about 
five minutes with the Tornado (discus) 
punch and pin to become the new WWF 
Inter-Continental Champion. Kerry has 
only been in the WWF for a little over a 
month and replaced the injured Brutus 
Beefcake in this match. 

Sapphire sold out Dusty Rhodes for 
Ted DiBiase’s money and cost Dusty his 
match against Randy Savage when the 
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Kerry Von Erich won the WWEI-C 
Title from Curt Hennig at 
“SummerSlam”. 


“Macho King’ used Queen Sherri's loaded 
purse to KO and pin Rhodes in a little 
over two minutes. Earlier in the evening, 
Sherri won over Sapphire by forfeit when 
Sapphire didn't show for their match. 


THE HARTS, KERRY TAKE TITLES AT SUMMERSLAM 


In the first match of the evening, | 
Hercules attacked an injured Shawn 
Michaels, who has a bad knee, with his 


chain, rendering Michaels helpless at ring- 


side. Marty Janetty, the other Rocker, | 
wrestled Power and Glory by himself, but _ 
found them too much to overcome and 
was beaten in five minutes. Michaels was 
carried off on a stretcher, 

In other “SummerSlam” matches, The 
Warlord, substituting for Rick Martel, 
clubbed Tito Santana into defeat. Jake 
Roberts won by DQ over Bad News 
Brown when special referee, The Big Boss 
Man, saw Brown use a chair on Jake. 


| Afterwards Bad News attacked Boss Man, | 


who was saved by Jake Roberts and | 
Damien, the snake. “Hacksaw” Jim | 
Duggan & Nikolai Volkoff defeated The 
Orient Express when Duggan pinned Pat | 
Tanaka. Hulk Hogan returned to wrestling | 
and overcame two Earthquake splashes to 
beat Earthquake by count out in about 
thirteen minutes and The Ultimate 
Warrior kept the WWF World Title by 
climbing over the top of the cage to beat 
“Ravishing” Rick Rude. @ 
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ith “SummerSlam” now 
history, the WWF is gear- 
ing up for its next PPV 
show, “Survivor Series”, 
which will be held in Hartford, Ct. on 
| Thanksgiving night and, even later, the 
"Royal Rumble” will be held in late 
January at the Miami Arena. 

Hulk Hogan will be leaving the WWF 
again for a short period of time to make 
/ another movie, will return for the 
“Survivor Series’ and then make another 
| movie before returning for the “Royal 

Rumble” and “WrestleMania VII”. 
| Last issue we talked about the old 
| favorites and rulebreakers that had come 
back to the NWA, how about these old- 





timers returning to the WWF? Tony | 


Atlas (using a new name and look, Zoma 





Loma Zimba. 


Zimba), Sgt. Slaughter and Shiek Adnan 
|} Al-Kaissey, now calling himself a 
| general”. Others new to the WWF were 
Dustin Rhodes, Shane Douglas, “Jumping” 
Jim Brunzell, Kerry Von Erich and Brady 
Boone. “Yukon” John Nord should have 
made his debut by the time you are 
reading this magazine. Leaving were Al 
Perez (finally!) and Jesse “the Body” 
Ventura, who left over a disputed contract 
with McMahon and company, plus Jesse 
had an offer for a competing video game 


to be sold by SEGA, which Vinnie wouldn't 


allow Jesse to accept. “Rowdy” Roddy 
Piper has taken Ventura'’s place on the 
WWF braodcasts. 

Ultra-conservative Sgt. Slaughter, with 
“General” Adnan Al-Kaissey, has declared 
war on newly patriotic Nikolai Volkoff. 
Slaughter, his G.I. Joe contract up, has 






Sgt. Slaughter returned to the WWE to 
feud with Nikolat Volkoff. 


reverted to his old ways as a rulebreaker 
and sneak-attacked Volkoff at the latest 
TV tapings. 

Kerry Von Erich, in for less than a 
month, won the WWF Inter-Continental 
Title from “Mr. Perfect” at “SummerSlam” 
and will feud with Hennig for several 
months. Other feuds which you may, or 
may not, be looking forward to in the 
WWF include: The Legion Of Doom vs. 
Demolition, The new champs, The Hart 
Foundation vs. Rhythm & Blues, The 
Rockers vs. Power & Glory (Paul Roma 
has looked very, very impressive as a 
rulebreaker), Randy Savage vs. The 
Ultimate Warrior, Earthquake & Dino 
Bravo vs. Tugboat & The Big Boss Man, 
the Bushwhackers vs. The Orient Express 
and, because he bought Sapphire out from 
under Dusty Rhodes’ nose, Ted DiBiase 
vs. Dusty Rhodes. 

Jimmy Snuka could be a rulebreaker by 
the time you are reading this. He is 
showing signs of turning on the fans with 
his unpredictable behavior. Rick Martel 
has introduced his latest creation, Model- 
vision sunglasses, but you won't be seeing 
Rick in the ring very soon, as he has a 
pinched nerve in his arm and cannot 
wrestle at this time. Right now he can't 
even move the arm. 

During the month of August, while 
Shawn Michaels was out with an injured 
knee, former Dynamic Dude, Shane 


Douglas, became Marty Janetty's Rocker 
teammate. 

Who is The Black Scorpion? That 
question was being asked by NWA fans at 
our deadline as this masked man, in his 
first NWA match, was to receive a World 
Title shot against Sting at “Clash of the 
Champions”. All anyone knows is that he 
is someone Sting knows from California 
in 1986 and is out for revenge against him. 
We speculate he could be the Angel of 
Death or “Strangler” Steve DiSalvo, al- 
though Scorpion’s voice sure sounds like 
Ole Anderson's. 

With The Steiners’ recent victory over 
the Midnight Express to win the U.S. Tag 
Belts, the brothers are now in line to face 
DOOM, the team that took the World 
Belts from them at “Capital Combat”. 

New to the NWA were “Candyman” 


Brad Armstrong, General Buddy E. Lee 


(Jack) Roberts, who saved The Freebirds 
from humiliating defeat against the 


Southern Boys on TV, “Wildcat” Wendall | 
Cooley, “Bullet” Bob Armstrong, The | 


Master Blasters, The Nasty Boys, The © 


New Fantastics, Hector Guerrero, “Wild” 
Bill Irwin, Maximum Overdrive, “Super- 
star’ Susan Sexton and Bambi, two of the 


ladies wrestling champions. Brad Arm- | 


strong and Tim Horner have, from time | 


to time, reformed the former UWF World | 


Championship tag team, The Lightning 
Express. Finally, the latest newcomer to 
the NWA is none other than Terry 
Taylor, who is trying to get his career back 
to the level it was at before he made his 
big mistake, joining the WWF to become 
“The Red Rooster”. 

Our friend, Norman, has had a lot of 
bad luck the last few months (who hasn't?). 


Fry 


+I So 
‘eh 





Norman shows off his new truck, which 
he inherited from his father. 
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"Mr. Wonderful” Paul Orndorff has left 
the NWA, 


First he was attacked and injured by The 
Four Horsemen, then he learned his 
father passed away. Norman's father was 
a trucker and, as a child, Norman loved to 
go with his father on those long trips 
across the country. Now, he has inherited 
his father’s truck and he has gotten his 
dad's boots, overalls, cap and wallet out of 
mothballs and has become Trucker 
Norman. We wish Norman the best of 
luck with his wrestling career and his new 
career as a truckdriver as well. 

With “Halloween Havoc” now over 
and done with, the next NWA PPV will 
be “Starrcade” which will be held on 
December 15th at the Bayfront Center in 
St. Petersburg, Fla. 

The Dudes vs. The Horsemen feud still 
rages on, but with one less member on the 
good side, Paul Orndorff has left the 
NWA. Sid Vicious and Barry Windham 
appear to be the main challengers for 
Sting's crown right now, while Lex Luger 
is contending with Ric Flair and TV 
Champ Arn Anderson. 

Stan Hansen was suspended for a 
month for attacking Pee-Wee Anderson 
ata IV taping. He came back in August to 
feud with Tommy Rich and put Rich out 
of action with an injured neck. Hansen 
won the All-Japan Triple Crown Cham- 
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pionship in late July, so he is another 
World Champion wrestling for the NWA. 
“Big” Van Vader lost the IWGP World 
Title to Riki Choshu in mid-August, but 
has regained the Mexican U.W.A. World 
Title from El Canek. The NWA is the 
only wrestling federation in the world 
which is presenting three World Heavy- 
weight Champions at one time. It was 
almost four, but negotiations to bring 
AWA World Champion, Larry Zbyszko, 
in broke down. 

Things are really cooking in the USWA. 
“Hotstuff” Eddie Gilbert was brought to 
Memphis by Bill Dundee to team up 
against Jerry Lawler and the Dirty White 
Boy. When those two attacked Dundee, 
Gilbert refused to help, saying Dundee 
“wasn't paying me overtime”. That turned 
Eddie into a rulebreaker. In the meantime, 
Lawler was feuding with The Snowman 
for the USWA World Title and a special 
referee, former World Boxing Champion, 
Leon Spinks, was brought in to officiate. 
Spinks favored Snowman and the fans 
took a disliking to him. A boxing vs. 
wrestling match between Lawler and 
Spinks took place with Lawler winning. 
This turned Lawler good and Snowman 
bad. Finally, when Eddie Gilbert and the 
Dirty White Boys attacked Snowman 
after a title defense, Snowman became a 
fan favorite again. Then Gilbert bought 
off a ringside photographer, Sam Lowe, 
who quickly became an important member 
of The First Family and is feuding with 
Eddie Marlin. 

Brian Lee and “Stomper” Don Harris 
won the USWA Tag Titles from Joey 
Maggs and Rex King and The Snowman, 
who has a knee injury, was forced to 
vacate the USWA World Title when he 


Joey Maggs & Rex King lost the USWA 
Tag Titles to Don Harris & Brian Lee. 





couldn't face Brickhouse Brown in 
Memphis on 8/27. A tournament will be 
held to crown a new champion. The valets 
continue to feud in Tennessee and Texas 
as Tessa and the Dirty White Girl have 
had no-holds-barred catfights in Memphis 
and Toni Adams and Jeannie are still 
going at it in Texas. Jeannie has brought 
this feud to a new low, bringing photo- 
graphic proof to TV viewers of Chris 
Adams’ “adulterous” relationship with 
another woman and claiming he has 
fathered a child by yet another woman. 

In a hair vs. hair match in Memphis 
between Doug and Eddie Gilbert and The 
Dirty White Boy vs. Jerry Lawler, Bill 
Dundee and Austin Idol, Doug lost and 
had his hair cut, he now wears a toupee to 
the ring. 

Jeff Gaylord became a fan favorite 
when he attacked his manager, Downtown 





Jeff Gaylord is now a fan favorite in 
Tennessee. 


Bruno, who was insulting Jeff and building 
up his new team, Brian Lee and Don 
Harris. 

Before going to the NWA, Terry Taylor 
was briefly a member of Devastation, Inc. 
in Texas, so NWA fans, don’t take Terry 
to heart just yet, he has been known to 
change colors before and could again. 


; Others in Tennessee include: Ken Wayne, 


the Jr. Heavyweight Champion, The 
Galaxian, Kowabunga the Karate Turtle 
(that’s right, a turtle!), Reggie B. Fine, Jeff 
Jarrett, Lou Winston and Sweet Daddy 
Falcone who recently hurt his knee and 
could be out for a year or more. 
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The Destruction 





The major feuds in Texas are Gary 
Young vs. Jeff Jarrett, Steve Austin vs. 
Chris Adams, new Texas Champion, The 
Angel of Death (and his trumpet) vs. Billy 
Travis (and his guitar), Chris Von Erich 
vs. Percy Pringle Ill, the R.P.M.'s vs. 
Steven Dane (a.k.a. Casey) and Sweet 
Brown Sugar and John Tatum vs. Bill 
Dundee. 

The AWA has new Tag Team Cham- 
pions as DJ. Peterson and The Trooper 
upset [The Destruction Crew to win the 
belts. They will face the challenges of The 
Texas Hangman, Killer and Psycho, who 
were, up until recently, undefeated in the 
AWA. They lost a recent TV match to 
| The Tokyo Bullets. 

Larry Zbyszko is feuding with 7-time 
| NWA World Champion, Harley Race, 
| who recently battled Zbyszko to a double 


} count-out. Buck Zumhofe won the vacant 


AWA Lightheavyweight Title by beating 


Crew lost the AWA Tag Titles to Peterson & The Trooper. 


, 
. 
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“The Illustrious” Jonnie Stewart in the 
tournament final match and "Larry's 
Legends” won the “Team Challenge” 
series when Jake ‘the Milkman” Milliman 
won a Battle Royal, allowing Larry's team 
to split $1,000,000. 

The Grappler is the NW Heavyweight 
Champion. He beat Scotty the Body for 
the belt as an “old lady” attacked Scotty, 
who had The Grappler trapped in a 
figure-4, by throwing a coke in his face. 
Scotty released the hold and began 
screaming at the old lady, who eventually 


turned out to be Johnathan Holliday, and f i HY) 
Grappler snuck behind Scotty and pinned & 
him. The two then attacked Scotty, injured § 


him and put him out of action. The 
Grappler is now feuding with Scott 
“Crusher” Norton and Rip Oliver. Ricky 
Santana and Al Madril won the vacated 
NW tag belts when they defeated Norton 
and Steve Doll on 8/25. The belts had 


been held by the Juicers, Beetlejuice and | 
Big Juice, but both have left the area for | 
the NWA. 

The original Southern Rockers, Steve 
Doll and Scott Peterson, reunited for a 
short time, but then Peterson left the area 
and Doll is now teaming with Scott 
Norton. 

New to Portland included: John Rambo 
and Doug Masters. Others wrestling in 
Portland include: Larry Oliver, The 
Equalizer, Moondog Morretti and The 
Spoiler. 

Is “Diamond” Dallas Page truly the 
genius he claims to be?? Recently, the 
loudmouth manager took over Thunder- 
foot’s wrestling career in the [WA, and 
ever since, as long as Page is in his corner, 
Thunderfoot is unbeaten. Thunderfoot 
has yet to win a match when Page had 
conflicting schedules, so the difference in 
Thunderfoot’s success ratio has to be 
Page. 

“Chief” Jules Strongbow has become a 
rulebreaker after coming to “Lethal” Larry 
Cameron's rescue in a match against 
Kevin Von Erich. Moondog Spot saved | 
Kevin from the double-team attack. | 
Cameron has also been feuding with 
‘Starfire’ Derrick Dukes. 
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“Diamond” Dallas Page must be a 
genius to make Thunderfoot a winner! 
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Vic Steamboat is the new ICW World Heavyweight Champion. 


Ivan Koloff has become the newest 
member of “The Diamond Exchange” in 
the [WA and is feuding with Kevin Von 
Erich. Jr. Heavyweight Champion, Lou 
Perez, is feuding with “Gigolo” Jim 
Backlund. Florida Champion, Steve Keirn, 
and World Ladies Champion, Bambi, have 
appeared recently in the IWA. 

Otehrs in the IWA include: Preston 
Steele and Noelle, Ray Apollo, Cousin 
Luke, The Terminator, Sunny Beach, Dean 
Malenko (a real high-flyer), Ricky Rice, 
Peggy Lee Leather and her manager, 
Nasty Savage, Manny Fernandez (now a 
fan favorite!), Tommy Rogers, "Down- 
town’ Denny Brown and Larry Winters. 

Vic Steamboat defeated Tony Atlas on 
July 19th in Middletown N.Y. to become 
the new ICW World Champion. Atlas 
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then left to join the WWF. Long time tag 
team, Chief Thunder Mountain and Hoss, 
are now feuding with each other. Others 
in the ICW include: Ray Odyssey, the 
Undertakers, Rochester Roadblock, Frank 
Angel, the Hawaiian Hurricane, Ken 
Patera and Bob Orton, Jr. 

The NAWA in North Carolina is now 
called “South Atlantic Wrestling’. Robert 
Fuller is the North American Champion 
and the Nasty Boys are the North 
American Tag Team Champions. Fuller 
recently defended the N.A. Title against 
Florida Champion, Steve Keirn, in Tampa, 
with a disputed pinfall finish (a double pin 
with two referees each counting out one 
wrestler). On the same show, The Nastys 
beat Lou Perez.and Joe Gomez to keep the 
tag straps. 


Ricky Steamboat, Paul Jones and the 
American Bulldogs are on one side of a 
feud against Matt Borne, the Nasty Boys 
and Fuller. For those with long memories, 
Jones and Steamboat once held the NWA 
World Tag Titles in Mid-Atlantic wres- 
tling. Borne is also teaming with Bob 
Orton, Jr. Others in the SAW include: 
Ranger Ross, Vince Tirelli, the Royal 
Family, War Eagle Chris Chavis, Curtis 
Thompson and Bo Ragin. 

Nick Busick is the Georgia All-Star 
Wrestling Heavyweight Champion, Billy 
Black & Mr. Wrestling are the tag champs. 
Others here include: The Hillbillies, Steve 
Lawler, Fabian, Jack Victory, Joel Deaton, 
Abdullah the Butcher, Chris Walker, Mr. 
Donnie, Randy Rose, the Shiek, Death 
Row, Dino Minelli and Mike Winner. 

Peach State Wrestling also promotes in 
Georgia. Ivan and Nikita Koloff are 
feuding here. Others here include: Bambi, 
Woman, Wahoo McDaniel, Abdullah the 
Butcher, Manny Fernandez, Koa Tiki 
Khan, Chris Walker, Steve Collins, Eric 
Embry, Steve Lawler, Richard Slinger 
(Terry Gordy's nephew) and Mike Golden. 

Steve Keirn is the Florida Champ and | 
Joe Gomez and Mike Graham apparently | 
hold the tag titles, although those belts are 
not being defended at this time, due to | 
Graham's absence. Others in Florida 
include: Sgt. Rock, Jimmy Backlund, 
Hurricane Walker, Mark Starr, the 
Terminator and Tim “Powerhouse” 
Parker. 

Northwest Championship Wrestling 
promotes in Alabama. Those wrestling 
here include: NW Champion, Terry 
Bronson, Hard Rock” Chuck Casey, 
Frankie “the Thumper” Lancaster, Tracey 
Youngblood, Chris Champion, the Shiek, 
Mephisto & Dante with their manager, 
Lucifer, the New York Brawler, Ray 
Hickerson, Wendall Cooley and Louie | 
Spicol. 

Central All-Star Wrestling promotes in 
Mississippi. Everyone here is very young 
and some of the wrestlers are on the small 
side. Men wrestling here are: “Lost Boy” 
Todd Johnson, Billy Rush, Jason, David 
Wine, Keith Starr, Sgt. Rilbo O'Reilly, 
“Thunder” Tony Landell, “Hot Rod” 
Murphy (the Central All-Star Champ), 
Rick Welch and Brad Savage. 

Pro Wrestling Federation promotes in 
Virginia, North and South Carolina and 
Tennessee. The Italian Stallion is their 
champion. Other wrestlers include: George 
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South, the Russian Assassin, Wahoo 
McDaniel, the Hillbilly, Claudio 
Montrousse, Manny Fernandez, Ivan 
Koloff, David Taylor, Madd Maxx and 
Cruel Connection #1. 

Frank “The Tank” Melson still holds 
the Windy City title and is feuding with 
Hurricane Smith and “Mr. Electricity” 
Steve Regal. The Golden Boyz hold the 
tag titles. Others here include: Ken 
Patera, Captain Fantastic, “Lifeguard” 
Sonny Rogers, K.C. Knight, Iron Mike 
Samson, Turbo and The Zebra Kid. 


4 pi 
Sam Houston ts wrestling for Five Star 
Promotions in Loutsiana. 





Mid-Western Wrestling promotes in 
Missouri. Vladimir Romanoff and The 
Russian Nightmare won a tournament to 
fill the vacated tag titles. Others in the 


| promotion include: Kerry & James Lee, 


Hoss Elliott, Ric Williams, Roy Reed, 
K.C. Cowboy, Steve Montana, Marty 
Chambers, Moose Miller, Mr. Fantasy, 
Lance & Bruce Savage, Matt Taylor, Kevin 
Travis, Buckskin Jim and the Street 
Warrior. Obviously, all these men are 


| hungry and looking to make a name for 


themselves in the sport, we wish them all 
good luck! 


Another promotion in Missour1 ts called 


| the Mid-State Wrestling Alliance. Their 


heavyweight title is vacant, James & 
Kerry Lee hold the tag titles, the Jr. 
Heavyweight Champion is Bama. Others 
wrestling include: The Nightmaster, K.C. 
Cowboy, Roy Reed, Matt Taylor, Kevin 
Travis, Apollo Baker, Hoss Elliott, Steve 
Montana and the Enforcer. 

Five Star Promotions is running shows 
in Louisiana, Arkansas and Oklahoma. 


| Some of the wrestlers here include: Eric 


Embry, Sam Houston, Frankie Lancaster, 
Brian Lee, Rockin’ Robin and Candi Divine. 

The Texas Wrestling Federation pro- 
motes in the Metroplex area of Dallas/Ft. 
Worth. Wrestlers here include: The 


Dragon Master, “Wild” Bill Irwin, Chris 





Von Erich, Terry Black, the American 
Ninja, Great Bolo, Al Perez, Terrence 
Garvin, Matt Borne and Johnny Mantell. 
Sometimes some of the Texas-based 
USWA wrestlers make appearances here, 
if they have a night off. 

The American Independent Wrestling 
Association Heavyweight Champion, The 
Samoan Bulldog, has issued a challenge to 
all wrestling champions and heavyweight 
boxers. "I welcome a mixed match between 
a boxer and myself. I'll gladly meet Leon 
Spinks, Scott LeDoux, Jerry Quarry, Eddie 
"the Animal” Lopez or any other boxer in 
a match,” 

"| fear no man in this world. I have an 
extensive martial arts background. I also 
plan on using the traditional scientific 
aspects of the sport in combination with 
the unusual and unexpected to emerge 
victorious in a mixed match,” boasted the 
Bulldog. If anyone is interested in accepting 
this man’s challenge, you can contact the 
A.LW.A. at P.O. Box 6994, Los Angeles, 
Calif., 90022. 

What would the Round-Up’ be with- 
out a report from IWF/Muscle Rock?? 
On July 29, 1990 in Hollywood, California, 
it became official. All the hype, lights, 
glitter and color that is IWF wrestling 
culminated in the signing of Scotti- 
Vinnedge Management, co-producers of 
the long-running music series “America’s 
Top Ten’, to package a nationally syn- 
dicated television show for IWF/ Muscle 
Rock Madness. 

Both the Riverside Resort and Casino 
in Laughlin, Nevada and Culver City 
California's own Veteran's Auditorium 
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Eric Shaw with the Muséle Rock 
$250,000 Championship belt. 


have placed bids to be the location of the | 


first TV taping, which will be shot soon. 
In addition to wrestling, IWF/ Muscle 
Rock features music from top bands. 
Bands signed for the first show are Sha- 
Na-Na and Canned Heat. With Scotti's 
connections in the music world, more top 
name performers are sure to be signed. 
The new Muscle Rock Championship 
Belt was unveiled by promoter, Eric Shaw, 
on the “Independence Day Massacre” card 
held at March Air Force Base in California. 
Strapped around the waist of new champ, 
MegaMan “Truth” Magee, who won the 
strap on 6/29 in Sydney, Australia, this 
$250,000 prize stunned the crowd. For 
those interested in being included on the 


Al Perez teamed with Austin Idol in 
Philadelphia recently. 






“Muscle Rock Madness” Mailing List, feel 
free to write to Eric Shaw, 929 Howard 
Street, Marina del Rey, Calif. 90992. Tell 
Eric WME sent you! 

Finally, back East for some TWA news. 
The latest TWA card was to be held in 
Philadelphia's Pennsylvania Hallon9/15. 
The main event was a match between old 
rivals Terry Funk and Jerry Lawler. Chris 
Adams & Kevin Von Erich were to 


reform their tag team against’ The Heart- | 


throbs” Al Perez and Austin Idol. Eddie 
Gilbert faced Cactus Jack. The vacant 
TWA Heavyweight Title was to be filled 
as D.C. Drake (with Woman) faced-off 
against the Rockin Rebel (with Baby 
Doll). “Exotic” Adrian Street met Jimmy 
Valiant and, in a match promising to be a 
real bloodbath, Abdullah the Butcher met 
Manny Fernandez in a Mexican Death 
Match. The promoter, Joel Goodhart, 
always puts on top-notch shows and we 
expect a// our readers in Southern New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Delaware 
and New York City to support his efforts. 
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VAN VADER: 
The NWA’s Other 
World Heavyweight Champion 


by SANDY KREBS 











“Big” Van Vader is a legendary wrestler in Japan. He has come home 
to America, as the IWGP World Champion, to make his mark 
on American Wrestling. 


he Japanese fans did not know | 
what to make of the masked 
giant, “Big” Van Vader, when | 
he made his first appearance in 
Tokyo's Korakuen Hall in late December, 
1987. A huge man, wearing a dragon/ram 
headdress that was capable of bellowing | 
smoke out of it’s top, seemingly at the ' = 
giant's command. In Oriental folklore,the Bia 4 1 bas 
dragon symbolizes power or theking. The }Ry a pe ay RS 
dragon is very respected in the Far East. PUES Wakaeo. : rd 

Now, this huge wrestler was coming to 
Japan, wearing a symbol of power on his 
head. 

Less than three minutes later, “Big” 
Van Vader left the ring, victorious, leaving 
Japan's greatest wrestler, Antonio Inoki, 
the then-I[WGP World Champion, 
severely beaten in the ring. Vader had 
made his mark on Japanese wrestlingina "=" ae 
big way. The fans loved to see the smoke come out of Vader's helmet. 

For most of the next two years, Vader oes Te 
continued to travel to Japan, where he 4 ; 
gained the respect of the most know- ‘ 
ledgeable wrestling fans in the world, by 
feuding with that country’s top stars. Men 
such as Inoki, Tatsumi Fujinami, Riki | 
Choshu and Sakaguchi fell at the brutal | 
hands of the giant. Wader teamed with 
Masa Saito and those two climbed up the | 
IWGP tag team ladder. There appeared to | 
be no stopping “Big” Van Vader inJapan. | 

In February, 1989, Vader defeated the 
IWGP World Heavyweight Champion, 
Fujinami, in a non-title match in Tokyo. 
Fujinami was so humiliated by his beating | 
that he renounced the World Title, saying § 
he had “lost face” to the American giant | 
and was no longer worthy of the honor of 
being the champion. A tournament was [& 
set up tonameanew WorldChampion,as 
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recognized by the IWGP. The tournament 
was held as part of a major wrestling 
show which was held at the Tokyo Egg 
Dome on April 24th, 1989. Battling his 
way through the tournament, “Big” Van 
Vader reached the finals, where he was 
faced with the challenge of one of Japan’s 
up-and-coming talents, Shiro Koshinaka. 
Koshinaka was beaten in a quick match 
and the IWGP had a new World Heavy- 
weight Champion, “Big” Van Vader of 
the United States. Since that time, Vader 
has continued to hold the IWGP World 
Championship and he won the Mexican 
version of the World Title (U.W.A.), 
when he defeated the great El Canek in 
Mexico City last summer. He also went to 
Europe and won the European version of 
the World Title (C.W.A.) when he 
defeated the Austrian giant, Otto Wanz, 
in Vienna. Although Vader subsequently 
lost the UWA Title back to El Canek and 
the CWA World Title back to Wanz, for 
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Zenk’s dropkick had little effect on the big man. 
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Vader totally dominated his match against Tom Zenk at the Bash. 


several months Vader was a true World 
Heavyweight Champion, recognized on 
three continents as such. No American 
World Champion can make such a claim. 

However legendary he has become in 
Japan, Vader was unhappy. He was not 
well-known in his own country and he 
wanted to change that. Occasionally he 
would wrestle on independent cards near 
his home in Colorado, but the caliber of 
Opposition was not up to his standards. 
Vader began negotiating with the three 
major wrestling organizations in America, 
the NWA, WWF and AWA, for the 
Opportunity to wrestle in America and 
show his talents in his home land. 

The price was too high for the AWA, 
so that organization dropped out early in 
the bidding. The WWF wanted Vader to 
wrestle exclusively for them, a ridiculous 
request to make to the reigning IWGP 
World Heavyweight Champion, so he 
crossed McMahon and friends off his list. 


That left the NWA. Vader knew most of 
America’s most talented wrestlers worked 
for the NWA and he wanted to prove 
himself against the best. The NWA, on 
the other hand, was not so eager. As with 
the WWF, they want all their wrestlers to 
work exclusively for them, but, because 
Van Vader had such a tremendous reputa- 
tion around the world and was a World 
Champion, the decision was made to 
bring him into the NWA and work 
around his Japanese commitments, which 
require several month-long trips to the 
Far East each year. 

NWA fans saw “Big” Van Vader for 
the first time this past June, when clips of 
his pre-match ritual of the smoke blowing 
out of the horns were shown on TV. | 
don't know if these wrestling fans knew 
what to make of the 6'6”, 385 lb. giant. 
The first time most wrestling fans in 
America saw Vader wrestle was at “The 
New Revolution” Baltimore Bash when 
he was matched up against Tom Zenk. As 
with his first match in Japan, he destroyed 
Zenk in about two minutes, manhandling 
his opponent like he was nothing. Tom 
Zenk is no Antonio Inoki, but he is a 
capable wrestler who, with a few breaks, 
could be a champion sometime in the 
future. But on this evening he was totally 
over-matched against his giant opponent. 

Since that time, Van Vader has con- 
tinued to make his mark on NWA wres- 
tling as he has defeated every single 
opponent he has faced in under five 
minutes. The NWA has yet to recognize 
“Big” Van Vader's claim as the IWGP 
World Heavyweight Champion and this 
is annoying to some fans. There is a good 
chance that two World Titles could be 
unified if a match was held between the 
current NWA World Champion, Sting, 
and the IWGP World Champion, Vader. 
But, for some reason, the NWA has yet to 
sign a match such as this. Is the NWA 
afraid that Vader is superior to Sting, 
would take their World Title back to 
Japan and never return? Or do they not 
care to admit that IWGP wrestling, and 
that of the other Japanese promotions, is 
superior to that type of wrestling seen 
here in America? Or is it as simple as this, 
that the NWA only wants you to see 
matches they want you to see and has no 
interest in putting a match with such 
world-wide significance on one of their 
major shows? ? 

In any case, at the present time, the 
NWA has two World Heavyweight 
Champions appearing in their organiza- 
tion, a situation that has not occurred in 
any promotion in America since the new 
age (and the promotional wars) began in 
1984. Which man is the better World 
Champion, Sting or “Big” Van Vader?? 
Because of the current climate of wrestling 
here in America, we may never know! @ 
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Penelope Paradise -vs- Malia Hosaka 
Baby Face Nellie -vs- Jackie Moore 
Sandy Partelow -vs- Candi Divine 
Penny Mitchell -vs- Velvet Mcintyre 
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VOLUME 2 
Candi Divine -vs- Penelope Paradise 
Ondy Austin -vs- Baby Face Nellie 
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ROCKS THE 
EARTHQUAKE! 


By KEITH CURTIS 


The Hulkster is back! After almost being forced to retire after a sneak 


attack by The Earthquake on Brother Love’s TV show, Hulk returned and 


took care of his nemesis. What happens next for Hogan and 
what does this mean to the WWF? 


e's back! After a three month 
absence, said to be due to 
injuries to his back and ribs 
caused by The Earthquake and 
Jimmy Hart last May on the Brother Love 
show, Hulk Hogan has returned to the 
WWE and seeks his revenge on his 
attackers. 

When The Hulkster was said to be 
pondering retirement from wrestling, 
because he was deeply depressed after 
letting his “Hulkamaniacs’” down at 
WrestleMania VI and because of his 
injuries, his friend, Tugboat, organized a 
fan letter writing campaign hoping to 
bring Hulk back to the ring to get revenge 
for himself. According to the WWF, it 
was touch-and-go whether or not Hogan 
would ever return to the ring, but over 
60,000 fans wrote to Venice Beach, 
California pleading with Hulk to return to 
wrestling. Due to the overwhelming sup- 
port for his past efforts in the ring, Hulk 
was deeply moved and vowed to return to 
the ring as soon as he was physically able. 

From mid-May until mid-July, the 
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Hulk Hogan came back to wrestling simply to get revenge on Earthqugke. 


STIONVZ 3Of pue | | SHH NHOr A®8 SOLOHd 


























Ww 


: 





{| 


drama was drawn out on various WWF- 
TV shows, until it was time for Hulkster’s 
big announcement. All the rulebreakers 
were confident that Hogan had had enough, 
that he wouldn't be back, just as all the fan 
favorites were certain that Hulk would 
return. Perhaps he was really considering 
quitting the sport, he does have a budding 
movie career and a wife and two children 
at home, and he really doesn't need the 
money or the constant traveling anymore. 
At first, when he started speaking to the 
public for the first time since he was 
injured, it appeared that Hulk was going 
to quit. He was quiet, almost subdued, 
certainly not the Hulkster all the kids had 
worshipped over the years. But as he went 
on, it became apparent by the gleam in his 
eyes, that he was genuinely touched by the 
fans’ support and all the gifts and get-well 
wishes he had received. He felt he couldn't 
let you all down. If he retired, he would 
have let you down and three men, Jimmy 
Hirt, Earthquake and Dino Bravo, would 
never have let anyone ever forget it was 
them who destroyed Hulkamania. I don't 
think Hulk Hogan could have lived with 
himself, if he heard those three bragging 
week after week that they retired the great 
WWE legend. By the time he arrived at 
the mid-point of his message, the part 
where he was to tell the wrestling fans 
whether he was in or out, the rage was 
building up, the fire in the eye of the tiger 
was ablaze and the body was shaking. By 
then, you and I both knew Hulk Hogan 
was coming back, and, when he stated he 
had signed a contract to wrestle 
Earthquake at “SummerSlam 90” in 
Philadelphia's Spectrum, it became official— 
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Hogan had been bloodied and battered before and always came back. 


Hogan nails Earthquake with an elbow. 





Hulk Hogan was back!! 

As soon as Hogan officially announced 
his return to the ring, the tickets to 
SummerSlam became the hottest thing on 
the East Coast. Within days all 20,000 
seats had been sold for this spectacle. 
WWF fans everywhere wanted to see 
Hulk Hogan's return to the ring and see 
him get revenge on Earthquake, Jimmy 
Hart and Bravo. 

In the other corner, Earthquake and 
Hart were stunned. They never expected 
to see Hulk Hogan return to the ring. 
They had planned and plotted the perfect 
attack which would put The Hulkster out 
of wrestling for good. When he was carted 
away on the stretcher, they believed he 
would never return. Earthquake continued 
on his reign of terror in the WWF. He 
beat opponent after opponent and then 
he delivered his own brand of a natural 
disaster, several after-shocks to his beaten 
opponent's helpless wreck of a body. Tito 
Santana felt the wrath of Earthquake, so 
did Hacksaw Duggan, and even Tugboat, 
the man who brought The Hulkster back 
to wrestling, had to pay the price for his 
actions, and he was put out of action 
indefinitely by Earthquake. 

Earthquake is nothing but a bully. He 
will attack and attack and destroy and 
injure people, but he is not a man!! When 
the going gets tough, Earthquake backs 
down, that’s why he never battled Hulk 
Hogan face-to-face before. Hulk Hogan ts 
more than a man, he isa wrestling legend 
and a two-time former WWF World 
Champion. Earthquake underestimated 
The Hulkster’s intestinal fortitude and 
inner strength, after all, Hulk doesn't 


Hulkster throws Earthquake around the 
ring as if be weighed very little. 


wear that cross on his chest for nothing, 
he gets his inner strength from a greater 
force, a force Earthquake and Jimmy Hart 
know nothing about. Earthquake would 
have had to kill Hogan before Hogan 
would stop fighting back. 

Now, Earthquake is seeing just what 
Hulk Hogan is made of. As everyone saw 
on "Saturday Night's Main Event’, Hogan 
has gotten himself into superb physical 
condition. He is a lean, mean wrecking 
machine now, almost as he was when he 
was in his prime. He dropped 20 lbs. of 
bad conditioning and his body is now 
ripped tighter than a drum. He has 
prepared himself well for the war he has 
ahead of him, for even though he did what 
he was supposed to in Philadelphia, he 
didn’t get the job completely done. 

Hulk Hogan is on a one-man mission, a 
one-man war. His goal is to destroy the 
natural disaster that is Earthquake, he 
won't rest until he gets the job done. 

He will eventually get the job done, 
then what is next for The Hulkster?? 
Perhaps the newly-returned Sgt. Slaughter 
who has reverted to his old ways. Some 
say next on Hogan’s list will be Ric Flair, 
but that is very, very doubtful. Others say 
The Ultimate Rematch will finally take 
place and some say, with his goal accom- 
plished, The Hulkster will finally retire 
from wrestling and make those movies he 
is contracted for and spend some quality 
time with his family. Whatever his decision, 
the next few months will be very impor- 
tant for Hulk Hogan, the WWF, a pro- 
motion which has based itself around this 
man for so many years, and the fans who 
love him so very much. @ 
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~ Jimmy Hart 1s about to 
pay a terrible price for 
petting Hulk Hogan angry. 


Hulkster prepares a roundhouse punch i 
" ¥ fy 2 ae, 
to Earthquake’s chin. een, 












4 


Hulk grabs Earthquake by the head and 
throws him to the canvas. 
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Hogan slams the Earthquake to the mat and prepares to end the match. 
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Hogan pins his foe, but he hasn't 
finished his job yet. 
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FLIES TO THE TOP 
OF THE SPORT 


by SANDY KREBS 


July 7, 1990, the dawning of a new era in NWA wrestling, the day Sting 
returned from debilitating injury to win the World Title. Now that he’s at the 
top of the sport, how long can he stay there? 
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ebruary Gth, 1990, Corpus | 
Christi, Texas, Ric Flair and Ole 
Anderson throw Sting out of § 
the Four Horsemen because he } 
had signed to wrestle Flair at “WrestleWar | 
90” in Greensboro, N.C. While trying to | 
climb a cage to enter the ring to attack 
Flair, Sting tore the patella tendon in his 
knee and was disabled, the injury was | 
serious enough that some speculated he 
would never be able to wrestle again. | 

Many athletes have suffered torn patella | 
tendons over the years. For those of you 
who might not understand what a tendon 
is, a tendon ts a fibrous cord attaching 
muscle to bone in a person's body. The 
patella tendon attachs the knee cap to- | 
gether. One-time New York Jet defensive | 
tackle, Joe Klecko, suffered a torn patella 
tendon in 1982, he was out of action for a 
year and, when he returned, he was never 
the All-Pro football player he had been 
before the injury. Philadelphia Phillies’ © 
rightfielder, Ron Jones, suffered the same 
injury last season. He was out of action for 
almost a year, then, only weeks later, he 
tore his other patella tendon, putting 
himself out again. The doctor said he was | 
favoring his bad leg when he hurt his 
other leg. Los Angeles Clippers center/ 
forward, Danny Manning, tore his patella 
tendon just games into his first NBA 
season. He was out of action for over a 
year before he returned. As of now, Danny 
has yet to assert himself as the star he was 
acknowledged to be. When Sting was first 
diagnosed as having torn his patella tendon, 
liberal estimates said he could return to 
wrestling by late August, if he was lucky. 
The conservative guess was he would be 
out for a year or more. 

What the doctors underestimated was 
Sting’s determination to get back into the 
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Now that Sting is the NWA World 
Heavyweight Champion, he will have to 


face the wrath of the Four Horsemen. 
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ring and get revenge on Ric Flair. They 
also didn't realize he was a weight trainer 
and had been a personal trainer of athletes 
before he became a wrestler. Sting knew 
just what he had to do to recover from his 
injury, knew how much he could do and 
when he could do it and he knew his body 
was in superb shape so he could push 
himself to the limits, which quite possibly 
are higher than any normal athlete's 
limits, 

In April, Sting was once again attacked 
by Flair and the Horsemen ata T'V taping 
in Georgia. He was already no longer 
using his crutches and only needed a brace 
to support his leg. Flair went right after 
the knee and tried toclamp on the figure- 
four, as the fans at ringside went wild with 
rage. Only the help of his friends saved 
Sting from going back to the hospital. 
Sting was even more determined to 
recuperate quickly. 

At “Capital Combat”, Sting made an- 
other appearance. Walking without a 
limp, and without a brace, he was attacked 
by the Horsemen and thrown into a cage 
which had held Jim Cornette in the 
previous match. Later on, after the main 
event, he saved Lex Luger from a four- 
way attack by the Horsemen, and with El 
Gigante by his side, a wild brawl took 
place in the runway leading to the ring. 
Sting was almost ready to return to the 
ring. 

At the “Coastal Crush” Clash, when the 
Horsemen attacked the Junkyard Dog, it 
was Sting who led the charge to the ring 
to make the save. No longer worried 
about his leg, and having the “Dudes with 
Attitudes” by his side, he challenged Flair 
to a title match at the “Baltimore Bash’. 
He asked for stipulations which would 






ensure a decisive ending. Mr. Jim Herd, 
not wanting to see another PPV show 
ruined at the end by Horsemen inter- 
ference, and a true winner to have his 
hand raised after the main event, agreed 
to Sting’s stips. These were having the 
“Dudes” surround the ring and having 
Ole Anderson handcuffed to El Gigante at 
ringside. 7 

But still to be proven was Sting’s ability 
to hold up in a long match, especially since 
Ric Flair would be attacking the injured 
leg constantly. Also could Sting still fly 
high and do the daring high-risk maneu- 
vers he is becoming famous for? The 
answer to the second question was not 
answered that night, although Sting was 
able to administer a “Stinger Splash” to 
Flair. As far as the leg is concerned, I guess 
the World Title belt now wrapped around 
Sting’s waist pretty much answers that 
question, Five months and one day after 
injuring his knee, Sting returned to 
wrestling and achieved the ultimate in any 
wrestlers career, the NWA World Belt, a 
belt which has been proudly held by great 
athletes such as Lou Thesz, Buddy Rogers, 
Dory and Terry Funk, Jack Brisco, Harley 
Race and, for most of the past decade, by 
Ric Flair, possibly the greatess NWA 
World Champion ever. 

The first battle is now over, that of 
getting over the injury and getting back 
into the ring. But the major battle has yet 
to be won, which is holding on to the 
World Bele. Ric Flair is still hot on Sting’s 
trail and is very, very angry. Flair thinks 
he was robbed in Baltimore because the 
odds weren't on his side, for a change. And 
he has four very angry friends, the other 
Horsemen, Ole and Arn Anderson, Sid 
Vicious and Barry Windham, who have 
vowed to eliminate Sting from wrestling 
once and for all. But, Sting still has his 
men watching out for him. The Steiners, 
Tommy Rich, Lex Luger and the Junkyard 
Dog, not to mention El Gigante, are 
always nearby when Sting enters the ring 
to wrestle. They know a one-on-one battle 
could end in a four or five-way attack 
against Sting. 

For now, Sting has been very cautious 
about doing too much too soon. After 
defeating Flair for the World Belt, he 
signed himself into tag matches, teaming 
with Lex Luger against various versions of 
the Horsemen. Ironically, in one of those 
bouts in Dallas, Texas, Ric Flair suffered 
an injured knee and was out of action fora 
couple of weeks. As he wrestles in these 
tag matches, Sting is slowly regaining his 
timing, stamina and confidence in the 
ring and, as the leg gets stronger, the 
more daring moves will be coming back. 
The NWA has a rule which states any 
Championship belt must be defended 
once every thirty days and, so far, Sting 
has met that stipulation by wrestling one 
World Title match per week. By the end 


of the summer, Sting will have taken on 
the rigorous type of scheduie a World 
Champion is used to, that of defending the 
belt six or seven times a week all around 
the world. 

On the horizon for the new World 
Champion is the challenge of Ric Flair, a 
desperate man who wants his prized 
possession back around his waist. Fans 
must remember that Flair has only lost 
two matches to Sting in his career, the 
first time at “Starrcade '89" and the 
second at the Bash. His record against 
Sting suggests he could easily take back 
the belt. Then, there is the awesome 
spectre of one Sid Vicious, a man with a 
killer instinct who is now being taught 
how to harness his unleashed talent by 
one Ole Anderson. World TV Champion, 


Throughout the 
Baltimore Bash, 
Sting took 


i 
— 


everything Flair —— 
could handle and a ] 
dished out quite a bit ) 

of punishment - os 
himself. ) 





Arn Anderson, and Barry Windham also 
could pull off a major upset, but they seem 
to be concentrating on the tag belts right 
now. And Sting better watch his friends 
very closely, after all every wrestler is 
gunning for the World Title. Lex Luger 
has turned on Sting in the past and could 
do so again, and Paul Orndorff is not 
exactly "Mr. Wonderful” when it comes to 
maintaining friendships, he has shown in 
the past he is out for one thing only- 
himself. 

Sting has his work cut out for him in 
the near and distant future, but he is still a 
young man in the wrestling game and is 
still improving at his craft. In the past 
there were only brief intervals between 
Ric Flair's World Title reigns, I think this 
reign will be longer—a lot longer!! B 
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PHOTOS BY JO ELLEN BAGGS 


sO YOU WANT TO 
E A WRESTLER? 


An Overview Of 
Chris Adams’ 
Pro Wrestling School 


by TOM NUNNERY 





his is a story about myself, Tom 
Nunnery, and my personal exper- 
ience at Chris Adams’ wrestling 
school. 

I met you WME readers once before 
through my story about my band’s exploits 
with Jerry “The King” Lawler. Some 
might ask am | changing loyalties. Not 
hardly, not ever. I do believe that Chris 
Adams is the number one contender for 
the USWA World Title, however, I do 
give Adams my utmost respect as an 
athlete and an educator. 

Let me state for the record that I had 
the time of my life; on the other hand, I 
got the beating of my life. My experience 
in Dallas has forever changed me. | 
thought I knew a little about wrestling. I 
knew one-hundredth of one percent of 
what I thought I knew. 

When I got to Dallas the first thing I 
noticed was the Sportatorium. It must 
have been one hundred years old and a 
rodeo rink at one time. Some say it’s a 
dump, but to me it was like a scene from 
Rocky | with the crusty old men chomping 
on their cigars and the few scattered 
spectators waiting for the next big slam. 
During match time the smells of the food 
were overpowering and brought back 
memories of carnival days. The 
Sportatorium may be old but, as far as I'm 
concerned, it has the atmosphere of a 
William Faulkner novel. 

The class started innocently enough 
with everyone introducing themselves 
and telling their weight and athletic back- 
ground. Then we ran ten laps and did one 
hundred push-ups. But, all of a sudden, the 
seemingly most unimportant act became 
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Tom Nunnery shakes hands with Chris Adams before his first training session. 


very aerobic. It was learning to enter the 
ring. We were taught to spring over the 
top ropes into the ring ala Chris Adams. 
Then we practiced jumping in and out of 
the ring with every variable. Then came 
the most important aspect of a match, the 


“lock-up.” But more importantly, we 
learned the attitude that goes with it. 
The next activity was running the 
ropes. These ropes aren't rope. They're 
fifty gauge telegraph wire covered with 
tape. To get the necessary spring from the 





Chris and his proteges pose with their favorite magazine. The cameraderie of the group was a once in a lifetime experience for Tom. 


ropes you really had to put your weight 
into it. After learning this feat I discovered 
that A, the ropes connect on your back and 
armpit exactly the same place every time; 
B, they sting like fire; C, they leave a hell 
of a bruise. 

As each activity became increasingly 
more difficult, we drilled on the old child's 
game of leap frog. At last something I 
knew. The exercise consisted of one man 
jumping the other and alternating with 
each pass. One of my miscalculated efforts 
found me cracking heads with my partner. 
After a short spell of dizziness and deaf- 
ness in one ear, I was able to begin again. 

The second day was by far the roughest. 
This was the day we learned to fall. The 
technique that Adams teaches ts the same 
as in Judo. Lucky for me I had some Judo 
background. Learning to fall is the biggest 
form of self-preservation in wrestling or 
self-defense. It can save you from broken 
bones and crippling injuries. This exper- 
ience was painful but invaluable. We 
learned the three types of falls and started 
from the bottom rope and graduated to 
the top rope splash. We also learned to 
break our falls from a body slam. 

Our next encounter was sparring with 
the advanced class. Let me tell you there 
are a lot of scrappy guys in Dallas. We 


This backflip knocked the wind 
out of Tom. Wrestling is not 
for wimps! | 


wrestled amateur, sumo, and most impor- 
tantly, pro style. 

The guys in the advanced class were 
demonstrating the back flip and knocked 
the wind out of me. Next thing I knew 
four guys held me up to the lights and 
dropped me; somehow, | crawled away. 

The class ended with a huge battle royal 
and, for some strange reason, I was 
relieved to be thrown over the top rope 
for the last time. 

[ would highly recommend the school 
to anyone who thinks they want to be a 
wrestler or measure themselves against 
one. I would also advise any to take aerobic 
classes to build up your wind. As far as 
equipment, youll need good jumping 
shoes, knee and elbow pads and aspirin. 
One word to the wise, don’t eat before 
class. Many did not hold their breakfast. 

The class did give me a self-confidence 
boost that was immeasurable and the 
character-building aspects will always be 
with me. 

I would also like to thank Chris and 
Chico and all my fellow students and, 
most of all, my long time friend, Jerry 
Lawler, who gave me the inspiration to 
try the world’s toughest sport. Any ques- 
tions or correspondence can be sent to: 
809 Indian Trail, Destin, Florida 32541. @ 


WRESTLING’S MAIN EVENT 43 





THE 


ORIENT LEXIPIRIESS 
SETS THE PACE 


IN THE 
WWF 


by CARLIE GILL 


The Orient Express is a top WWF tag team. Can they overcome 
their lack of size and set the pace towards their 
WWE World Tag Team Championship goal?? 





at Tanaka and Akio Sato, the 
Orient Express, as WWF 
World Tag Champions? Start 
thinking about that, maybe roll 
the idea over in your head a few times 
because, if the past few months are any 
indication, it could happen soon. Tanaka 
and Sato are, without a doubt, the most 
exciting team to hit the WWF in years. 
Tanaka and Sato left the AWA for the 
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WWF early in 1990 after being denied a 
chance to wrestle the Destruction Crew 
for the AWA World Tag Titles. Initially 
some felt the move would be a bad one, 
that in the land of Demolition, Andre and 
Haku and The Hart Foundation, the 
much smaller Orient Express would be 
overwhelmed. There was one man with 
confidence in them the entire time how- 
ever, and that was Mr. Fuji, who went as far 


as to split up and sell the Powers of Pain, 
Barbarian and Warlord, to Bobby Heenan 
and Slick respectively. A personal theory 
behind splitting the Powers up is that Fuji 
wanted to avoid the embarrassment of 
another manager turning them into the 
terrors of the WWE after Fuji had failed 
so miserably with them. 

When a new team, or wrestler, enters 
the WWE they are almost never put into 


Any foes facing The 
Orient Express will have 
to defend themselves 
against Mr. Fuji as well. 


The Rockers-Orient Express feud 
excited WWF fans throughout the 


spring and summer. 


, * 


main events for several months, it is the 
policy of Vince McMahon that you are 
simply a nobody until he deems you to be 
somebody worthy of attention (translated 
that means Vince feels you're marketable 
and will make him a lot of money). In 
contrast, Tanaka and Sato were given 
immediate main events. Their very first 
Madison Square Garden appearance was a 
DQ loss to none other than Demolition 


7 * 
ahs 


ee ee 


and, before much longer, they had a 
raging feud going against The Rockers, 
the epitome of American youth. I hate to 
scream racism, but isn't it possible that the 
big push Tanaka and Sato have gotten has 
less to do with their talent and more to do 
with the undercurrents of disdain for the 
Japanese here in the U.S.? What red- 
blooded American wrestling fan wouldn't 


pay to see the “bad guy” Japanese fight the 


young, sun tanned American boys? 
Whether this is true or not will never be 
known, again it is merely a personal 
opinion, after observing Vince McMahon 
for several years now, and it shouldn't 
overshadow the fact that the Orient 
Express has matched up extremely well 
with the Rockers. At WrestleMania, the 
very best match on the entire card, and 
possibly the only match worth your cash, 
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PHOTOS BY BOB MILLER and JOHN BARRETT 


The two teams were 
equal in size, strength 
and wrestling ability. It 
was an entertaining 


feud. 


was the Express/ Rockers bout that ended 
with Marty Janetty being counted out 
after receiving a handful of salt in the eyes 
courtesy of Akio Sato. Salt or no salt 
though, the Rockers were beaten men. A 
brilliant combination of karate and precise 
teamwork had the Rockers off balance all 
the way through. In the times when Marty 
and Shawn gained an advantage, Mr. Fuji 
was right there to “help” his team regain 
it. The Rockers, two of the very best tag 
team wrestlers ever and a team with 
possibly the best teamwork in the sport, 
were simply overwhelmed. 

Despite the fairly decisive win, Tanaka 
and Sato have been tied up with the 
Rockers in a series of rematches for 
several months. The Rockers and Pat 
Tanaka have a long history against each 
other, dating back to when Tanaka, with 
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The eventual winner of the feud 
became a leading contender for the 
WWF World Tag Titles. 


Paul Diamond, defeated the Rockers in 
the AWA for the World Tag Team titles. 
The win was controversial and Janetty 
and Michaels have never forgotten it. 
What happens after the Rockers are 
disposed of depends almost entirely on 
the result of matches between The Hart 
Foundation and Demolition. The WWF 
tag team belts are at stake in the feud 
between fan favorites and with the current 
climate in the WWF, even if one of the 
teams returns to rulebreaking (apparently 
the Demos have), the Orient Express 
could still obtain a title shot. If the Harts 
and Demos continue to battle over the 
championship though, the Orient Express 
could be looking forward to wrestling 
kiddy heroes, the Bushwhackers, or even 
the exciting, championship caliber duo of 
(new rulebreakers) Paul Roma and 





Hercules. For Tanaka and Sato's sakes 
let's hope the Bushwhacker feud doesn't 
happen. They need to strike while they're 
hot. Tanaka and Sato are simply the best 
tag team in the WWF since Tully 
Blanchard and Arn Anderson honored 
the Federation with their presence. Mr. 
Fuji needs to do his job as a manager and 
force his way into the title picture by 
demanding a match against the tag team 
champions, no matter who they may be. 
Can Demolition handle a fast, smart team 
like the Orient Express? Would The Hart 
Foundation have the stamina and power 
to overcome a challenge from them? No 
one will know until Tanaka and Sato are 
given what they truly deserve: a shot at 
the WWF Tag Team titles and a chance to 
stake their claim as one of the teams to set 
the pace in the 1990's. @ 
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WELCOME TO THE 





FREEBIRD 








by SCOTT GOLDSTEIN 


FAMILY REUNION 





A momentous occasion occurred this past June in Chattanooga, Tn. when the 
four Freebirds joined together for the first time since 1985 for a charity golf 
tournament, picnic and concert weekend. WME was invited to attend and we 
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now share this event with wrestling fans 


Michael Hayes tees off to start the golf tournament. 
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world-wide. 


orld Class Wrestling, based 
in Dallas, Texas, was a 
hotbed for professional 
wrestling during the years 
1983-85. Competition was fierce, and 
there were several feuds which will live in 
wrestling folklore forever. The Von Erich 
family, hometown favorites and Texas 
heroes, were involved in a feud with the 
three-man team called The Fabulous 
Freebirds. The Freebirds consisted of 
Michael P.S. Hayes, Terry “Bam Bam” 
Gordy and Buddy Jack Roberts. Their feud 
with the Von Erichs was world famous, 
and even after almost three years of 
constant brawling, they continued to fill 
arenas around the world. 

At the same time “Gorgeous” Jimmy 
Garvin, with his valet, Sunshine, and later 
his valet, Precious, was also involved ina 
series of matches with David and Kevin 
Von Erich and later with “Gentleman” 
Chris Adams, a close friend of the Von 
Erich family. 

Brought together by the common hatred 
of the Von Erichs, The Freebirds adopted 
Jimmy Garvin as an honorary Freebird, 
and they aligned to create a most 
formidable four-man team. Assisting The 
Freebirds at ringside, and in eight-man 
tag matches, Garvin fit perfectly into the 
Freebird mold. He was pompous, he was 
arrogant and he was controversial, but 
with a slightly more independent nature. 
He did build a home on Freebird Mountain 
(in Tennessee), but he lived elsewhere 
most of the year. Still, even as each of 
them found themselves in different pro- 
motions, The Freebirds kept in contact, 
but not since 1985 have all four of The 
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Terry Gordy picks up his ball at 18. Bam Bam finished third. 
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Jimmy Garvin shows off the winning trophy. Singer C.T. Yowell finished second in n the tournament. 


Freebirds been in the same place at the 
same time. 

But on June 24th, 1990, The Fabulous 
Freebirds got together for the “Ist Annual 
Fabulous Freebirds’ Hot Fun In The 
Summertime Classic’. Held on Freebird 
Mt., just outside of Chattanooga, and 
designed to generate proceeds for local 
organizations, The Freebirds hosted an 
invitational celebrity golf classic. All 
participants donated money for the right 
to play, and to be a part of the festivities. 
The reception was held at the home of 
Terry “Bam Bam” Gordy and his wife, 
Connie, and featured the performance of 
the “Greatest Rock-N-Roll Band In The 
World’, The Fabulous Freebird band. 

There were many wrestling celebrities 





and several rock-n-roll celebrities in 
attendance, and overall, the golf tourna- 
ment went very smoothly, and, with the 
exception of a few controversial strokes, 
everyone was fairly well-behaved. The 
Freebirds dominated the tournament, with 
Jimmy Garvin taking Ist place (with a 78) 
and Terry Gordy taking 3rd (with an 80). 
2nd place was won by guitarist and 
singer/songwriter C.T. Yowell, however, 
after the tournament, the trophy was 
physically stolen by Buddy Jack Roberts 
(finishing with a 136), assuring the 
Freebird sweep. 

But was golf the only thing on the mind 
of these four men?? Or were The Freebirds 
meeting to discuss a possible re-alliance of 
the once unstoppable Freebird team?? 


The nenketed was capped off by a Michael Hayes/ Freebird Band concert. 
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One has to wonder why, after five years 
apart, all four of The Fabulous Freebirds 
have reunited. It is also easy to question 
their motives when you examine closely 
the current trends inthe NWA. Atatime 
when forces are banding together, for 
example, the reforming of the Four 
Horsemen, and the subsequent, almost 
vigilante-like forming of the “Dudes With 
Attitudes”, doesn't it make sense that 
maybe The Freebirds are plotting their 
own alliance?? After all, if Jimmy Jam 
Garvin and Michael P.S. Hayes were able 
to capture the NWA World Tag Team 
Titles by themselves, imagine what they 
could do with the size and strength of 
Terry “Bam Bam” Gordy and the cunning, 
devious mind of Buddy Jack Roberts on 
their side. Further, imagine the power 
that this allegiance would have if they 
could lure Steve “Dr. Death” Williams 
(Gordy’s long-time tag team partner and 
co-holder of the All-Japan Tag Team 
Titles) into the picture. Endless combina- 
tions, and endless possibilities, all of 
which suggest that everyone, The 
Horsemen, The Dudes with Attitudes and 
all the other NWA wrestlers had better 
beware!! 

(Editor's note: Amazingly, or not so 
amazingly, as we are going to press with 
this issue, news has reached us that Buddy 
Jack Roberts showed up out of nowhere at 
a WCW TV taping in Marietta, Ga. He 
interfered at a key moment in The 
Freebirds vs. Southern Boys final match in 
a best-of-three series, and helped The 
‘Birds to avoid a pinfall loss. Now the 
question is: How far behind is Terry 
Gordy and 1s Steve “Dr. Death” Williams 
at his side??) @ 


Pro-Wrestling Finishing Holds— 
* The Movie! 


World Champion “Judo” 
Gene LeBell has done it again. 
os Con tchogeere)enye)(oitsra ind slomatalalsie) 
series which everyone has been 
asking for. His videos, Pro- 
Wrestling Finishing Holds, 
Volumes I, H, HT faithfully 
follow his hot selling book Pro- 
Wrestling Finishing Holds. A 
three-hour spectacular in three 


Pro- one-hour video cassettes. 


Wrestling yur .. ee Each tape contains well over 

Finishing _ ss. > a AQ tried-and-true becTumauies. 
Holds . . Along with Mando Guerrero, 
Vol. ID : e . " Judo” Gene demonstrates 


Pro- 
Wrestling 
Behe : oe vo “ each technique personally. It is 

Vol. Ul 4 ar... | the only instructional tape you 

. _ will ever need on finishing 
holds. 

There are grapevines, leg 
locks, neck locks, chokes and 
so much more-it’s like going to 
a university for professional 
wrestling! Each technique is 
explained in detail. This is no 
fluff. It's all the real thing as 
only LeBell can do it-it s 
instructional and entertaining. 
too. Play and replay each 
technique o over and over again 
until you've got it down cold. 

In addition to everything else 
you will learn some of the 

“best illegal holds in the 
world.” You also. see 
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HART FOUNDATION 
DEMOLITION 





FOR THE 


WWE WORLD TAG TEAM TITLES 


AT MEADOWLANDS ARENA 


Bret Hart drops upon a Demolition member. 


he feud between The Hart 
Foundation and Demolition has 
heated up recently with the 
addition of new Demolition 
member, Crush, to the champion'’s side, 
plus the fact that Demolition had returned, 
apparently, to the rulebreaking side of the 
fence. Bret Hart and Jim Neidhart are no 
saints in the ring either, but, they are at a 
distinct disadvantage in this feud because 
they never know which two members of 
Demolition they will face on any given 
night. They also must contend with the 
third member of Demolition, usually Ax 
or Crush, standing at ringside, interfering 
in the match. 

This teud came to Meadowlands Arena 
for the first time this past July and, once 
again, The Hart Foundation was robbed 
of the WWF World Tag titles when, just 
as it appeared they were headed for a 
tremendous victory, the referee was dis- 
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tracted in the ring, allowing Crush to 
enter the ring, interfere in the bout and 
swipe a victory from the popular chal- 
lengers. 

Hart and Neidhart haven't given up yet 
and the feud was to be culminated at 
“SummerSlam ‘90” in Philadelphia's 
Spectrum, a match which was scheduled 
for 2-out-of-three falls with the third 
member of Demolition banned from 
ringside. 

After that match, The Harts were 
scheduled to feud with the new team of 
Rhythm & Blues, The Honky Tonk Man 
and Greg Valentine, while Demolition 
was scheduled to start a series with The 
Legion of Doom, Animal and Hawk. Who 
has the title belts after August 27th ts 
anybody's guess, but don't count out The 
Hart Foundation, they have been Cham- 
pions before and want to be Champions 
again. 








Hart and Ax slug it out. This was a no-holds-barred affair. 
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Hart attacks Smash’s arm, The Harts 
always concentrate on one body part. 


Ax takes his turn attacking from the top rope. This time "the Anvil” feels his wrath. 
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Ax has Neidhart trapped in a bearhug. “The Anvil” does his best to escape. 
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Neidhart reverses the bearhug. Ax breaks free and whips Jim into the ropes. 


Ax follows up the whip with a chop to the head. "The Anvil” delivers a foot to Ax’s face. 
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Bret Hart beats upon a helpless Ax. 


Hart tries for a pin, to no avail. Demolition tries to end the match. 
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BLAZING BABES 

#1TRISH vs Holly A relationship 
rinds to a hat when two close 
riands conversation erupts into a 
wild melee. #2 Quiche vs Lisa the 
hottest apariment maich ever 


filmed.Both girls are badly bruised 
and beaten. #3 Quiche vs Trish 
Bodias strain for survival as limbs 
are torn and twisted, hair is pulled. 
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Dark haired and well built Jill 
raturns to do battle with our sweet 
blonde, Sue. Then a wildcat of a 
Belinda and 
Debbie. This match is one of the 
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EL GIGANTE: 
STANDING HEAD 
AND 
SHOULDERS ABOVE 
THE NWA 


by SANDY KREBS 


t 78° tall and weighing in at 
over 450 Ibs, the man the 
wrestling world knows as El 
™ Gigante literally stands head 
and shoulders above the rest of the NWA. 

E] Gigante is truly a giant, in every 
sense of the word. He is the tallest 
wrestler in the history of the sport. He 
would even be the tallest athlete ever in 
the sport he loves most, basketball. In fact, 
before becoming a professional wrestler, 
E] Gigante was the starting center on the 
Argentine National basketball team. He 
quickly became the biggest (no pun 
intended) star in South America, and 
attracted the attention of scouts for the 
Atlanta Hawks when appearing in such 
significant tournaments as the Pan- 
American games, the Olympics and the 
FIBA World Basketball Championships. 
The Hawks drafted El Gigante in the 
third round of the 1988 basketball draft 
and quickly signed him to a contract. The 
braintrust felt that with El Gigante 
clogging the middle on defense and 
throwing outlet passes to Dominique 
Wilkens on the fast-break, the Hawks 
would be a dominant NBA team for 
sometime to come. 

But reality set in when the coaches of 
the Hawks realized that El Gigante wasn't 
good enough to play professional ball on 
the highest level, which ts what the NBA 
represents. He was too stiff and not fluid 
in his movements, a key factor when 
dealing with the quick athletes in the 
NBA. Gigante was released by the Hawks. 
Fortunately for El Gigante, the owner of 
the NBA’s Hawks is Ted Turner, the man 
who had just recently bought the NWA 
from the Crocketts. Mike Fratello, the 
Hawk coach, got the word to Turner that 
this man just might become a successful 
professional wrestler. Turner was in- 
terested in saving his investment on El 
Gigante, so he sent word to Jim Herd to 
have E] Gigante train to become a profes- 
sional wrestler. 
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El Gigante has dominated all the NWA 
competition he has faced so far. It 
remains to be seen what he can do 
against better competition. 


Gigante helped Sting win the World 
Title by allowing himself to be 


Herd sent E] Gigante to Hiro Matsuda, 
the trainer of both H»lk Hogan and Lex 
Luger, and an acknowledged genius at 
discovering talent. Herd wanted Matsuda 
to train El Gigante because he knew that 
Matsuda would be truthful if the youngster 
didn’t have what it takes to be a pro 
wrestler. 

An intensive training period began and 
El] Gigante quickly took to the matsporct. 
He might not be good enough for NBA 
basketball, but his natural athletic ability 
came through when he was made to learn 
pro wrestling. 

As the months went by, El Gigante 
improved to the point where he was ready 
to be put into the ring ina real match. On 
May 17th, 1990, just two days before he 
was to be unveiled to the wrestling world 







at “Capital Combat 90”, he was introduced 
to the world via a press conference con- 
ducted by Ted Turner, a man who doesn’t 
take too much of a day-to-day interest in 
his wrestling promotion. The NWA was 
apparently very high on this giant of a 
man. 

El] Gigante made his first appearance in 
a wrestling arena two nights later when 
he helped Sting save Lex Luger from an 
attack by The Horsemen. Those in atten- 
dance were in awe at the size of this man, 
a man many in the crowd did not know. 
Soon, El Gigante was embroiled in the 
“Dudes With Attitudes” vs. “The 
Horsemen’ feud as Sting recruited the 
giant as an ally in his fight to become 
World Champion. The other “Dudes” 
welcomed El] Gigante warmly to their side 
as they knew he was an unstoppable force 
to be reckoned with. And, at the “Baltimore 
Bash”, El Gigante played an important 
role, as he was assigned to be handcuffed 
to Ole Anderson at ringside, to prevent 
Ole from interfering in the World Title 
match between Sting and Ric Flair. Of 
course, Sting finally achieved his World 
Title goal that night and one man he 
thanks for his dream coming true is El 
Gigante for all the help he gave him in 
keeping Ole under control. 

Wrestling fans are getting a treat now. 
Very rarely these days can a fan watch a 
young wrestler from his very first match 
until the day he retires from the sport. But 
every NWA fan has this chance with El 
Gigante. He never wrestled a pro match 
in his life until he stepped into an NWA 
ring against The Cuban Assassin in June. 
Slowly, but surely, El] Gigante has become 
more fluid in the ring, as the confidence in 
his abilities as a wrestler get stronger and 
stronger. His raw, athletic talent is carrying 
him to victory after victory, although the 
skills he needs aren't completely there yet. 
Gigante has two finishing moves which 
he can use to defeat an opponent, the big 
splash and the “El Garfio” claw hold, a 
hold made famous by “The Wild Bull of 
The Pampas’, Pampero Firpo, not 
coincidentally, also from Argentina. El 
Gigante is still unbeaten in the NWA, but 
the challengers will be getting tougher as 
time goes on. His major handicap at 
present is his inability to speak very much 
English, but he is learning the language 
and should be fluent in it soon. Another 
handicap to El Gigante ts the threat of the 
Four Horsemen. The Horsemen are angry 
at the role he played in the dethroning of 
Ric Flair in Baltimore and have vowed 
revenge, with Sid Vicious the man assigned 
to putting Gigante out of wrestling. It 
remains to be seen if Sid has enough size 
and strength to beat the man who stands 
head and shoulders above the NWA. The 
future is an unlimited path to success for 
E] Gigante, how successful he ts, only time 
will tell. @ 
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THE 
SOUTHERN BOYS: 
Hungry For Success 


in The NWA 


The Wild-eyed Southern Boys, Steve Armstrong and Tracy Smothers, have hit 
the NWA with a bang! These two youngsters are skilled athletes and hungry, 
hungry for success and the titles and glory they can earn in the NWA. 


ew, exciting, young talent has 
a way of rekindling interest in 
a given company's product. 
Seeing the same athletes being 
pushed by promoters constantly year after 
year has a way of allowing its public to 
gradually lose interest in their product. 
The National Wrestling Alliance has not 
only recognized this syndrome, that not 
only they and other promotions (including 
the World Wrestling Federation) have 
been engulfed in by signing their talent 
to contracts, but are taking steps to 
remedy the process. A fresh batch of 
bodies has been added to the NWA roster 
since the start of 1990. It was either take 
chances on unfamiliar wrestlers to their 
territory or risk fans not tuning into their 
television broadcasts and staying home 
from the live shows presented in their 
local arenas. A major reason for the NWA 
resurgence is attributed to the acquisition 
of The Southern Boys: Tracy Smothers 
and Steve Armstrong. Their enthusiasm 
in the ring, during interviews and in 
meeting their fans, increases daily. They 
are so hungry to win and progress up the 
ladder of success, chances are taken during 
matches veteran competitors shudder just 
thinking about attempting. Tracy and 
Steve are just what the wrestling doctor 
ordered to assist in getting the NWA back 
on solid ground, dispensing intrigue and 
team work at its finest. 

es See ee Its been said for years by all honest 
The best match at the “Baltimore Bash” was The Southern Boys vs. Midnight Express. hard-working competitors, win, lose or 
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draw shouldn't be your final judgement 
but rather how you played the game. In 
viewing The Southern Boys, their play 
continues to be so spectacular that the 
outcome of their mat battles in many 
instances, indeed, has been secondary. An 
obvious example occurred in Baltimore, 
Maryland on July 7, 1990 when Smothers 
and Armstrong opposed Jim Cornette’s 
Midnight Express: “Beautiful” Bobby 
Eaton and “Sweet” Stan Lane. Although 
they were one of a dozen NWA contests 
beamed nationwide on a pay-per-view 
basis, aside from Sting dethroning “Nature 
Boy” Ric Flair for the World Heavyweight 
Championship, The Southern Boys per- 


formance was the talk of the extravaganza. 
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Tracy and Steve use tremendous flying manuevers which they learned in Japan. 
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Just as a rabbit out of a magician’s hat, 
Smothers and Armstong came out of 
nowhere as far as the Express were 
concerned, but didn’t pull a disappearing 
act. After what they did, or, better yet, 
what they didn't do, to the United States 
Tag Team Titlists, it was cast in stone, 
The Southern Boys earned their way onto 
the NWA roster. 

From the opening bell, The Southern 
Boys set the tempo of how the match 
would flow. They always attempt to get as 
much of an advantage as possible. Staying 
within the referee's counting, it isn't 
beneath the Boys to double team op- 
ponents when a situation forces such 
retaliation. What makes Tracy and Steve 
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The Southern Boys know all the tactics, clean and dirty, and will use them. 
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doubly dangerous in between the ring 
ropes is they don’t hesitate in their assaults, 
as Cornette and his crew have learned. No 
chances are taken. Methodically the opposi- 
tion is physically beaten and mentally 
frustrated by The Southern Boys. 

During this title encounter, both Tracy 
and Steve demonstrated tunnelvision on 
whom to devote their attention. With the 
U.S. belts on the line, Cornette’s tantrums 
were ignored. Smothers, as in most of his 
team’s matches, started the encounter and 
put the Express in a frenzy by making 
good use of Karate chops and kicks in 
connecting all over their bodies. Unques- 
tionably, the Boys demonstrated in being 
one of less than a handful of tag duos to be 
able to dictate to The Midnight Express. 
From being on the receiving end of a 
reverse hammerlock to raking the eyes of 
their challengers, whatever treatment is 
administered to them while on the canvas, 
Tracy and Steve make sure the favor ts 
returned. 

Many opposing tandems have reverted 
to double teaming as the only avenue in 
which to at least try to keep even with The 
Southern Boys. With Cornette’s Express 
on the run, cheating seemed their only 
way out of the ring still wearing the belts. 
And no team does it better than Eaton and 
Lane. This contest came to a conclusion 
when “Sweet” Stan kicked Smothers in 
the back of his head as the referee was 
ushering Steve Armstrong back to his 
corner. Taking full advantage of his 
partner's underhandedness, Bobby quickly 
rolled Tracy up for the pin. 

Not all outings have ended on a sour 
note for The Southern Boys. Each time 
they take to the mat they look for ways to 
improve on their previous performance. 
Pride is their primary motivator. With 
their success, jealousy has been generated 
by various tag combinations in the NWA 
looking to build a case that will get them 
opportunities at the tag team champion- 
ships offered. Whatever you do, don't 
believe a word coming from The Fabulous 
Freebirds camp. You don't have to be a 
rocket scientist to figure out that Freebirds 
Michael Hayes and Jimmy Garvin are 
intimidated by the talent displayed and 
the public attention Smothers and 
Armstrong are getting. The Freebirds 
have gone on the record as stating The 
Southern Boys, in reality, are from Green 
Bay, Wisconsin. 

Smothers, a native of Springfield, 
Tennessee, and Armstrong of Marietta, 
Georgia show all the signs of having the 
enthusiasm towards their craft of eating, 
sleeping and thinking wrestling around 
the clock. Steve Armstrong was expected 
to do as well as he has, some people say 
wrestling greatness is in his blood. His 
father, “Bullet” Bob Armstrong, a veteran 
of twenty five years in the ring, along with 
his three brothers currently touring the 


pro circuits for promoters in the Southeast, 
have all been a positive influence on 
Steve's career advancing to the stage it 
has. 

Dazzle your opponents and audiences 
from beginning to end, with no let up in 
action your bargaining power with match- 
makers for title matches should remain 
solid. That's the attitude followed by The 
Southern Boys. Running to the ring, 
Tracy and Steve decked out in Confederate 
grey army uniforms, complete with a flag 
reminiscent of the era, jump over the top 
rope. And when they see fit to finish off 
their exhausted foes, as NWA TV Com- 
mentator Jim Ross has labeled their move 
the “Dixie Detonator’, Tracy holds the 
unfortunate grappler up off the canvas by 
his knees, while, standing on the top rope, 
Steve lunges forward, drilling them witha 
dropkick. 

Noone has been able to pick themselves 
off the mat once being the recipient of the 
force generated by Armstrong. As bizarre 
and unpredictable as the Freebirds and 
other highly ranked wrestlers, are, the last 
thing anyone would deliberately want to 
do is get The Southern Boys tempers 
boiling. Accused of looking too pretty for 
wrestling and more like baseball players 
than wrestlers, Tracy and Steve have 
proven that they can take, as well as 
administer, tremendous amounts of 
physical punishment. 

Their opponents have become increas- 
ingly frustrated in search of scoring a 
victory over the fan favorites. The Southern 
Boys are tough to get a grip on, they 
constantly are bouncing about the ring on 
their toes until they feel the time is right 
for them to tie-up in a hold. They believe 
in an old fashioned approach to the sport, 
incorporating a wide variety of wrestling 
maneuvers in every outing. You name itt, 
Tracy and Steve have experimented with 
the move. The bow and arrow, piledriver, 
standing suplex and surf board are among 
the duo’s favorites. “Enough reverse wrist 
and armlocks, head scissors and the like, as 
far as fundamentals go, these will wear 
you down every bit as the more compli- 
cated holds. The Southern Boys aren't fly- 
by-nighters, they are legitimate contenders 
for the World and U.S. tag titles, and, 
barring any serious injuries, will be around 
in this game for many years to come, 
“Hotstuff” Eddie Gilbert explained. 

Whether it has been against the 
Freebirds (who are now billing themselves 
as “Southern Tag champs’, looking to bait 
Tracy and Steve into a ring war they may 
not be thinking of), The Samoan Swat 
Team or The Midnight Express, they are 
impressively holding their own up against 
more experienced tag teams. The Southern 
Boys are ecstatic to be afforded the 
opportunity to perform for such a 
prestigious organization as the NWA. 
That was their goal since their first match 





Beautiful Bobby takes a painful, and 


unwanted, trip to the canvas. 


together while members of the now 
defunct Alabama-based Continental 
Wrestling Federation in 1988. Smothers 
and Armstrong's success has followed 
over into singles mat action, however rare 
they are. On June 24, 1990, it was Tracy 
squaring-off against “Dirty’’ Dutch 
Mantell in Chattanooga, Tennessee. 
With Steve Armstrong not scheduled 
for ring duty that evening, he still accom- 
panied his partner on the trip and sat in 
Tracy's corner at ringside to lend moral 
support and aid in trying to keep Mantell 
as honest as possible. The three thousand 
people cheering him on in his home state 
gave Smothers the home field advantage. 
Arm drags, a couple of belly-to-belly 
suplexes and a Boston crab hold kept 
Dutch's equilibrium unsteady. Steve 
shouted out what he was picking up on in 
Dutch’s movements to Tracy. The end 
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came for Mantell of Oil Trough, Texas 
when he connected with a lariat on 
Smothers. His cockiness is what cost him 
the match, With his back turned to his 
opponent, Dutch was bragging to the 
crowd of his craftiness. During this time, 
Tracy shook the cobwebs loose in his 
head, climbed to the top rurnbuckle, as 
lethal as dynamite, he waited for Dutch to 
turn around. As he turned around and saw 
no one flat on their back, the surprised 
look on his face spelled doom. Smothers 
went airborne with a thrust of his legs as 
his dropkick connected on Mantell’s chest, 
knocking him down on the mat. Tracy 
pinned the Texan with no resistance. 
While serving as a TV commentator 
during matches being taped for NWA 
broadcasts on July 2, 1990, Bob Armstrong 
made it clear when stating that he would 
be in The Southern Boys corner when, 
and if, the situation was called for. Who 
could argue with that since extra security 
in the often violent world of wrestling is 
always welcomed. Sure, Tracy and Steve 
have a busy schedule at this time but have 
been watching and are not dismissing 
what the Four Horsemen have been 
getting away with towards their opponents. 
As ruthless as the foursome are, Smothers 
and Armstrong feel two-on-two they can 
handle them. “We've been in the underdog 
position before, Steve and myself love to 
prove the experts wrong. The Southern 
Boys don't take anything for granted. The 
day we capture an NWA tag title, brother, 
let me tell you the only way anyone will be 
able to take them from us is by knocking 
us unconscious,” Smothers proclaimed. 
Nothing affects their positive outlook 
in wrestling. The Southern Boys know 
they control their own destiny in between 
the ring ropes. Each match is treated and 
fought as if it were to be their last. When 
it comes to wrestling action, the South ts 
rising again, led by Tracy Smothers and 
Steve Armstrong. This time the confron- 
tation’s outcome ts sure to be different. & 





The Boys used the Express to, hopefully, get more title shots at DOOM. 
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RICK RUDE: 





Can He Co-Exist With 
CURT HENNIG? 


by AL McGINESS 


“Ravishing” Rick Rude, Curt "Mr. Perfect” Hennig and Bobby “the Brain” 
Heenan — now here's a firecracker just waiting to explode! Three highly 
egocentric men working together towards the same goal, total dominance 

of the WWF. What happens if one of them fails to achieve his goal, 
will the other two turn on him?? 





"Ravishing” ' Rick Rude as Foudsa with The Uitimate Warrior for several RGETy with no success. 





avishing Rick Rude has got a 

big problem. As I am writing 

this story for you idiots, he 

does not have a title belt 
strapped around his muscular waist. Just 
four short months ago, he was the apple 
of Bobby Heenan’s eye, he was the man 
who would become the World Heavy- 
weight Champion, by beating the Ultimate 
Idiot, and he was the star of the Bobby 
Heenan Family. But that all changed on 
April: 24th, 1990, in that pig farm of a 
state—Texas. That was the night that 
Curt Hennig, “Mr. Perfect” to you WWF 
humanoids who know nothing about first 
and last names, won the vacant WWE 
Inter-Continental strap, by defeating the 
wetback, Chico Santana, with help from 
Bobby Heenan, his very-soon-to-be new 


manager, “The Perfect Manager’, Curt 
calls the genius. 

As the months have gone by, Curt, 
showing all the skills that made him the 
AWA World Heavyweight Champion 
during the time he was in the wrestling 
business, which was immediately before 
he joined the circus, has held onto his 
valued strap by beating the likes of Brutus 
Beefcake (no, 1 won't call him Fruti Bruti 
until he is able to return to the ring), Chico 
Santana and others, while “Ravishing” 
Rick has been decimated time and again 
by The Ultimate Idiot, an aberration of a 
human being, not to mention as a wrestler 
as well. And, since Curt is successful and 
Rude has been a failure, Curt is now the 
apple of Bobby Heenan’s eye, not Rude, 
because Curt is paying Bobby's bills better 


by bringing home the winning share of 
the purse. And that, imbeciles, is what 
counts most in life—how well you can pay 
your stinking bills. And, with a mansion 
in Bel Air, with a big second mortgage on 
it, Bobby “The Perfect Manager” Heenan 
has a lot of bills to pay. 

Rick Rude and Curt Hennig have been 
best friends for a long, long time. They are 
from the same city in Minnesota, 
Robbinsdale, and knew each other as kids. 
In fact, Curt's legendary father, Larry “the 
Axe” Hennig, set Rude up in this business 
many years ago. That Curt has been more 
successful in it than Rude has is no 
concern of mine. What does concern me, 
however, is the fact that these three real 
men, three men with big egos, are traveling 
around the country together night after 
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night, two of them a success and one of 
them a loser. Rick Rude is the loser and he 
is also a proud man, he won't be able to 
take the disgrace of his losses too much 
longer and Bobby Heenan and Curt 
Hennig wont stand for it much longer 
either. All three of these men set out to 
dominate WWF wrestling when they 
came to the area. Only two of them have 
been successful in their task. Heenan has 
had Rude as the I-C Champion, for his 
first WWF belt ever, he held the tag 
straps with Tully Blanchard and Arn 
Anderson, two of the legendary Four 
Horsemen and, later, with Haku and 
Andrea the Giant. Now, The Perfect 
Manager controls the 1-C strap again. Curt 
Hennig? All he did was weaken Chump 
Hogan enough during their series of 
matches to cause Chump to lose his 
precious strap to The Ultimate Psycho at 
WrestleRama VI in Toronto. Then he 


watched closely as Earthquake nearly 


Moron and neo-Nazi Kerry Von Erich 
(did you see Kerry in that movie playing 
himself?). The two egomaniacs have had 
trouble getting along, both wanting to be 
the center of attention and the star of the 
Bobby Heenan Family. What does happen 
is the ultimate disgrace, when one member 
of the “perfect” or “simply ravishing” team 
gets his shoulders pinned to the mat in 
ultimate defeat, humiliating his partner 
and himself. 

The bickering has begun between these 





two and rulebreaking is soon to see 
another legend leave its ranks. Al 
McGiness predicts because he is so con- 
cerned with his image with the fans at 
ringside, “Ravishing” Rick Rude will soon 
sell-out his partner and best friend and 
become a fan favorite-type wrestler. I 
know it, you just heard it, I hope it isnt 
true, but it is inevitable, soon the impos- 
sible will occur, you humanoids will be 
cheering for a man you have hated for so 
long, “Ravishing” Rick Rude! 
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Rude is confident he will end up as World 


Champion, but if he doesn't, will this cause a 
rift in the Bobby Heenan Family? 





finished off Hogan a month later, the 
same night he won the I-C strap in the 
tournament finals in Austin, Texas. 
Without Bobby Heenan’s astute assistance 
from outside the ring, Rude would never 
had won the I-C belt in the first place, and 
proved so when he couldn't keep it, as he 
was distracted by “Rowdy” Rodney Piper 
at last year’s SummerScam when Piper 
came out of the closet and showed Rude 
what he had to offer after the show. 
Rude must learn that to be a success in 
wrestling you have got to concentrate on 
the business at hand. You can't be looking 
pretty for the teenybopping trollops sitting 
at ringside, you can't continuously have 
sex on your mind, you can't be painting 
your trunks with pretty pictures. All of 
these things have gotten “Ravishing” 
Rick Rude in trouble before and will 
again. Curt Hennig and Bobby Heenan 
are all business in the wrestling arena. 
You don't see Curt addressing the ringside 
tramps until after the match is over and 
his hand is raised in victory and Bobby 
Heenan’s mind is constantly on business. 
In recent weeks, The Perfect Manager 
has teamed his two greatest proteges up 
in tag team matches against The Ultimate 
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IT’S TIME FOR THE 


FOURTH ANNUAL 
WME WORLDWIDE FAN 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS 





WRESTLING’S MAIN EVENT is proud to announce the 4th Annual WME Worldwide Fan 
Achievement Awards for 1990!! 


YOU WILL PICK THE WINNERS. WHO IS THE “WRESTLER OF THE YEAR"? WHO IS 
THE MOST POPULAR WRESTLER? WHO DO THE FANS HATE THE MOST? WHAT 
WRESTLER IMPROVED THE MOST IN 1990? 


We want your opinions. Vote for the men you feel deserve credit and dishonor for their 
wrestling in 1990. 


Cast your votes on a 5x7 card, or piece of paper, and briefly give a reason why you voted 
the way you did. 


Votes must be received no later than December 6th, 1990 and results will be published in 
our May, 1991 issue. — 


Vote for your favorite candidates in the following categories: 


WRESTLER OF THE YEAR 

TAG TEAM OF THE YEAR 

WOMAN OF THE YEAR 

MANAGER OF THE YEAR 

MOST IMPROVED WRESTLER OF THE YEAR 
MOST POPULAR WRESTLER OF THE YEAR 
MOST HATED WRESTLER OF THE YEAR 
MATCH OF THE YEAR 


Send your ballots to WRESTLING’S MAIN EVENT, 350 Fifth Avenue, Suite 8216, New York, 
N.Y. 10118 


YOUR VOTE IS IMPORTANT. DON’T DELAY, IT COULD MEAN THE DIFFERENCE IN 
WINNING OR LOSING FOR YOUR FAVORITE WRESTLERS!! 
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RATINGS 


The Rock ‘N’ Roll Express and 
DOOM have been feuding for 
the NWA World Tag titles 


throughout the summer. 


_ PHOTO BY STEVE STOGDALE 
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WRESTLING’S TOP TWENTY (as of 8/28/90) 


1. Sting NWA World Heavyweight Champion 11. Randy Savage #2 contender WWF Title 
2. The Ultimate Warrior WWF World Champion 12. Dusty Rhodes #3 contender WWF Title 
3. Ric Flair #1 contender NWA Title 13. “Big” Wan Vader #1 contender IWGP Title 
4. Lex Luger NWA U.S. Champion 14. Barry Windham #2 contender NWA Title 
5. Jerry Lawler #1 contender USWA Title 15. “Ravishing” Rick Rude #4 contender WWF Title 
6. Arn Anderson NWA TV Champion 16. Ted DiBiase “Million Dollar Champion” 
7. Larry Zbyszko AWA World Champion 17. Stan Hansen All-Japan Triple Crown Champion 
8. Kerry Von Erich WWF Inter-Continental Champion 18. Steve Williams World’s Toughest Wrestler 
9. Hulk Hogan #1 contender WWF Title 19. Terry Gordy #1 contender Triple Crown 
10. Curt Hennig #1 contender I-C Title 20. Riki Choshu IWGP World Champion 
TAG TEAMS 


1. The Legion of Doom #1 contenders WWF Title 

2. DOOM NWA World Champions 

3. The Steiner Brothers NWA U.S. Champions 

4. The Hart Foundation WWF World Champions 

5. Demolition #2 contenders WWF Title 

6. The Midnight Express #1 contenders U.S. Title 

7. The Rock ‘N’ Roll Express #1 contender NWA Title 

8. The Rockers #3 contenders WWF Title 

9. The Trooper & D.J. Peterson AWA World Champions 
68 10. The Destruction Crew #1 contenders AWA Title 
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World Champion: The Ultimate 


WWE 


Warrior 
1. Kerry Von Erich 
2. Hulk Hogan 
3. Curt Hennig 
4. Randy Savage 
5. Dusty Rhodes 
6. Rick Rude 
7. Ted DiBiase 
8. The Big Boss Man 
9. Earthquake 
10. Jake Roberts 


NWA 


1. Lex Luger 

2. Arn Anderson 

3. Ric Flair 

4.“Big” Van Vader 
5. Barry Windham 
6. Stan Hansen 

7. Sid Vicious 

8. Paul Orndorff 

9. “Mean” Mark 


10. The Junkyard Dog 


| AWA 
World Champion: Larry Zbyszko 


1. The Trooper 

2. Baron Von Raschke 

4. Col. DeBeers 

4. Harley Race 

5. “Blackjack” Scott Norton 
6. DJ. Peterson 

7. Brad Rheingans 

8. The Russian Brute 

9. Buck Zumhofe 


» 10. Jonnie Stewart 


USWA 


™—. World Champion: Vacant 
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1. “Hollywood” John Tatum 


2. Angel of Death 
3, Jerry Lawler 
4. The Snowman 
5. Jeff Jarrett 
6. Chris Adams 
7. Bill Dundee 
8. Kevin Von Erich 
9. Eddie Gilbert 
10. “Iceman” King Parsons 
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HULK HOGAN 


JAPAN 
1. The Great Muta 
2. Jushin “Thunder” Riger 
4. Yoshiaki Fujiwara 
4, Akira Maeda 
5. Shinya Hashimoto 
6. Nobuhiko Takada 
7. Masa Chono 
§. Masaharu Funaki 
9. Mitsuhara Misawa 
10. Genichiro Tenryu 





—com piled by Clinton S. Freeman 


WOMEN 
1. Susan Sexton 
2. Misty Blue Simms 
4. Sensational Sherri 
4, Bambi 
5. Candi Divine 
6. Heidi Lee Morgan 
7. Magnificent Mimi 
8. Velvet McIntyre 
9. Malia Hosaka 


10. Penelope Paradise 
’ 


© MOST HATED 


1. Ric Flair 

2. Randy Savage 

4. Curt Hennig 

4, Earthquake 

5. Barry Windham 

6. Arn Anderson 

7. Rick Rude 

8. Sid Vicious 

9. Larry Zbyszko 
10. Eddie Gilbert 


MOST POPULAR 
1. Hulk Hogan 
2. Sting 
3. The Ultimate Warrior 
4, Lex Luger 
5. El Gigante 
6. Kerry Von Erich 
7. Dusty Rhodes 
8. Jake Roberts 
9. Trucker Norman 
10. Jerry Lawler 
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The final word this month from WRESTLING’S MAIN EVENT! 


by SANDY KREBS 


A BRUTUS BEEFCAKE INJURY UPDATE 


s many readers already know, 
the wrestler known in the 
WWF as Brutus Beefcake was 
| seriously injured in a para- 

sailing accident on July 4th. Ona rare day 
off from travel, Brutus took the oppor- 
tunity to return home to spend his holiday 
with some friends, parasailing at a river 
| near his Tampa, Fla. home. As one of the 
| women along for the fun was preparing to 
go parasailing, the accident happened. 
Parasailing is similar to hang-gliding, 
except that it is done with water-skis. One 
person is needed to hold a rope to stabilize 
the airborne craft, while another is needed 
to drive the powerboat. As this woman 
was preparing to lift off while Brutus was 
holding onto her rope, the boat driver 
took off. The woman was unprepared for 
the sudden start and she flew up into the 
air, with Brutus trying to hold the out-of- 
control girl at sea. However, she flew up 
and accidentally, with her knees, hit Brutus 

in the jaw. The impact broke every single 
| bone in Brutus’ head and blood was 
everywhere. The roof of his mouth caved 
in and he would have died instantly if not 
for B. Brian Blair, who reached into 
Brutus’ mouth and held up his palate so he 
could breathe. 

Once the ambulance got Brutus to the 
hospital, major reconstruction surgery was 
needed to repair Brutus’ face. He had to be 
totally reconstructed, his face was so 

severely destroyed in the accident. Without 
| having a picture to work with, the doctors 
} went on Blair's advice in reconstructing 
| Beefcake’s features. When the surgery 
was completed, Beefcake had 12 plates in 
various parts of his head to hold the work 
together and also had 100 staples within 
his face so that the bones would knead 
together properly. While the surgery is 
considered a success, doctors doubt very 
much if Brutus Beefcake will ever be able 
to resume his wrestling career, although 
Brutus hopes to and the WWF is saying 
he will be back. 

Complete recovery will take at least a 
year, but the psychological damage might 
never be overcome. It remains to be seen 
if Brutus can overcome the physical 
damage to his body and resume his career 
in a sport where any blow to the head 
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Brutus Beefcake 1s recovering well from 
his factal mjpuries but may never wrestle again. 
- 


could cause irreparable harm. 

The injury came at a critical time in 
Brutus’ career, as he was chasing the 
WWE Inter-Continental Title, held by 
Curt.""Mr. Perfect” Hennig and was con- 
sidered a good bet to take the belt at 
“SummerSlam 90" which was held in 
Philadelphia, Pa. on August 27th. Instead, 
the WWF signed Kerry Von Erich to a 
contract and he was given the title shot at 
SummerSlam. 

Brutus is Hulk Hogan's best friend and 
Hogan has been giving him a lot of 
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support in recent weeks, both psycho- 
logical support and monetary support, as 
Brutus’ medical bills have been astro- 
nomical and sometimes the pain he is 
going through can be too much to bear. 
But Brutus is a fighter and will do his best 
to overcome his tragic, and almost fatal, 
accident. 

Everyone at WME wishes Brutus 
Beefcake the best of luck in his recovery 
and we hope to see him again, someday 
soon, back on top, whether in the ring, or 
in another area of the wrestling business. & 
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16/’ HULK HOGAN WWF SUPER GIANT ACTI 
& LEGS! $29 99 











S.ONTL 





SYM 








is 
ra 





« .“ 
\ a 
al 
7 
i 
« 
i 


* 
é 
? 
oom a 
ee 
. 


j 

uit h 

- 

aS 
ae 
wm 


wierprie en 


a 





a 


a 


ope 
ghar: Lad 


' i's eae 








